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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SAUDI, KUWAITI STRATEGY FOR INTERNATIONAL OIL MARKET DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 360, 14 Jan 84 p 44 
[Article: "The Saudi-Kuwaiti Oil Duo Frees Oil from the Market Knot"] 


[Text] Two weeks ago Mr Yusuf al-Shirawi, the Bahraini Minister of 
Development and Industry, signed an agreement with the Kuwaiti Petroleum 
Corporation [KPC], stipulating that the latter undertake drilling and 
exploration operations in the 3ahraini territorial waters. 


The agreement appeared to be with a major international oil company since 
the advanced technologies of advanced drilling are still monopolized by big 
names such as Exxon, Shell, British Petroleum, Mobil Oil, Socal, and 

others of the Seven Sisters which are described as the spirit of the 
Industrial West and its greatness. But the agreement, in fact, is with an 
Arab corporation which is barely 4 years old, and is considered today an 
international oil giant that is no less prestigious than the aforesaid 
giants. 


The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation was established in 1980 with an $8 billion 
capital, and since then it advanced, slowly and secretly, toward specialized 
Western companies and bought them--the most prominent of these companies 

is probablv Santa Fe, the American company famous for its drilling tecnnology. 
The KPC also bought 1,200 gas stations in Belgium, Holland the Scandinavian 
countries, and England, as well as oil refineries and shares in the North 

Sea oil; it also founded subsidiary drilling companies that operate on an 
international level; not to mention its ownership of oil refineries, petro- 
chemical plants, and other oil installations and institutions inside Kuwait 
itself. 


The main objective behind the establishment of a Kuwaiti "oil giant" was to 
enable Kuwait to have an integral oil industry, an objective which, beside 
being economic, bears political "seeds" since it ensures for the country 
independence in the fields of recovery, drilling, marketing, industrialization 
and other fields. 


Kuwait is now capable of selling its refined oil in European gas stations, 
instead of selling it in its crude form to big oil companies. It has also 
become able to control, to a certain extent, the prices not only of crude 
oil, but also of the refined products on the retail level. 











That does not mean that the Kuwaiti progress toward an integral oil industry 
was easy. Reports confirm that the "Seven Sisters," with their tremendous 
influence inside Western countries, had put obstacles in the face of the 
Kuwaiti corporation. The decision made by James Watt, the former U.S. 
secretary of the interior, to prohibit the Santa Fe Company from drilling 
in certain American lands is still recent in memory; a decision that was 
described as intended for mere extortion. On the other hand, there are 
reports that say that Kuwait paid more for the Santa Fe Company than its 
actual worth. Furthermore, the drilling operations which the corporation 
undertakes all over the world are in themselves a risk (though a calculated 
one) since the Big Sisters left the other international oil companies 
nothing but the crumbs. 


What matters, however, is that the KPC experiment is successful in many 
respects, and that prompted Saudi Arabia lately to establish an "oil giant” 
similar to the "Kuwaiti giant," recognizing that the "two giants," as 
observers anticipate, will become in the future the oil duo facing the 


Seven Sisters. 


Shaykh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, the Saudi Minister of Oil and Mineral Wealth, 
says that his country is planning to establish a national corporation for 
the purpose of producing and marketing most of the Saudi crude oil, and 
buying foreign refineries, distribution companies, and gas stations. 

To achieve that goal, the Saudi government took two measures: first, 

to allow Aramco, which extracts and markets most of the Saudi oil, to sell 
oil on the spot market; second, to allow Petromin to transact with any 
party whomsoever for its oil products, instead of confining itself to 
governments only. 


It is noteworthy that Aramco became the property of the Saudi government 
in 1980 after it: bought the shares of Exxon, Texaco, Mobil and Socal in 
Aramco. And for the first time, a Saudi became the president of the company. 


Shaykh Yamani did not exclude the possibility of merging the aforesaid two 
corporations into one giant entity, or founding a third corporation for that 


purpose. 


It seems that Saudi Arabia has already laid down the goals but has not mapped 
out the administrative framework for them yet. More often than not, Saudi 
Arabia goes slowly about achieving its goals, foremost among which is 
marketing Saudi Arabia's huge output of oil production (which will amount 

to a million barrels a day by the late 1990's) directly in international 
markets, specifically in the gas stations and distribution companies spread 
all over the world. 


The reason behind this last measure is that the big oil companies market 
crude oil but do not either market or buy refined-oil products, because they 
are producers of refined oil themselves. It therefore becomes imperative 
for the Saudis to own the oil refineries, the distribution companies, and 
the gas stations where the oil-products big markets are. 





In the case where Saudi Arabia owns several oil refineries in Europe or the 
United States, it will be easy for her to market her crude oil, since the 
oil refineries all over the world are the main customers of crude oil. 


The Ministry of Petroleum and Mines almost bought Socal's installations 

in Europe last summer, were it not for Texaco, Socal's "sister." This was 
considered the beginning of a Saudi campaign for the installations of 
American oil companies in Europe. However, Shaykh Yamani also expressed 
interest in buying oil installations in America itself. 


Thus, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia would have surpassed the rest of the OPEC 
countries in the international realm of oil, for the coming era will witness 
a structural change in the oil markets, the least of which is the transfer 
of many of the operations of the Seven Sisters to the OPEC countries. 





There are fears, however, that countries may compete in buying European 
oil-installations. The Saudi and Kuwaiti officials, on the other hand, 
maintain that such an incident has not happened in the past and will not 
happen in the future, so long as the oil policies of all the Gulf countries 
have entered the stage of coordination and joint projects. 


The question which observers now pose is: Why do Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 

buy exhausted oil-installations in Europe, put up for sale by their owners on 
account of low returns as compared to the capital invested in them? Although 
the question is being posed, regardless of the strategies of Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia and their objectives, Mr Nadir Sultan, the president of KPC, answered 
the question saying: "The main advantage we have over the other international 
oil companies is that we own huge oil reserves which need complementary 
installations in order for them to find their way to international markets. 
Therefore, if we review the operation as a whole, we will find it extremely 
profitable." 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TAKEOVER OF TURKISH CONSULATE IN PARIS; TRIAL OF ASALA MEMBERS 
Description of Takeover 

Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Jan 84 pp l, 8 

[Article by J.-M. Theolleyre! 


[Text] The trial of four Armenians, all members of the Secret Armenian Army 
for the Liberation of Armenia (ASALA), will begin on 24 January. 


Four men invaded the Turkish consulate in Paris on 24 September 1981. They 
are charged with the willful murder of a Turkish employee, inflicting serious 
injury on the deputy consul general, and the kidnapping of some 60 persons, 
wnom they held hostage for 15 hours. 


This was Operation Van, named after that Armenian city which has remained in 
the memory of the people as the symbol of their resistance to the Turks. And 
the group entrusted with carrying it out was dubbed the “Yeghin Kechichian 
Suicide Commando Unit,” in homage to one of its members executed in Turkey a 
few days earlier. There were four attackers: Vasken Sislian, the leader, 
then 25 years old, Kevork Guzelian, Aram Basmadjian and Agop Djufayan, the 
youngest by 4 years, all of them born in the Near East. 


They had arrived from Beirut several days earlier, equipped with al! the 
necessary papers, which were false. But it has not been possible to estab- 
lish either how they got to Paris, much less what support they found there 
for the final perfecting of their plan. Could they have got past the airport 
control with their load of weapons and explosives? Didn't they obtain them 
in France instead? Despite clues which at one time pointed the investigation 
toward Ara Toranian, and then toward the other Armenian arrested in France 
and held for a month, Dimitriu Giorghiu, no facts could be established. 


In any case, it was about 11:15 on 24 September 1981 that they forced their 
way in, unmasked, to the premises of the Turkish consulate in Paris at 

170 Boulevard Haussmann, at the corner of the Rue de Courcelles. Suddenly, 
there were shots, because all were armed. They were meant to intimidate, but 
they also found their mark, since a consulate guard, Kamal Ozen, was killed 
almost immediately, while the deputy consul general, Kaya Inal, was to be 
seriously wounded a little later. 


Two of the members of the commando unit, for their part, were wounded in the 
same confusion, because the Turks tried to resist with weapons. And this is 








likely to be the source of long debates on the exact position of the one 
group and the other in this initial phase. At present the members of the 
commando unit reject the charge of murder or willful homicide. Similarly, 
they object to the term “terrorists,” calling themselves “resistance fight- 
ers. 


However, they remained on the premises for 15 hours, holding the 60 persons 
in the building hostage there. They made them lie down on the floor, and 
tied their arms and hands together. 


They pushed furniture and various items up against the doorseand placed 
explcsive charges behind the main entrance. They were connected to an elec- 
tric wire, the bare ends of which could be placed in contact with a battery 
of which Sislian and Djulfayan took charge. For this was indeed the threat: 
everything would be blown up if their demands were not met. Negotiations 
were to come. It took all day and a part of the night, after a police agent 
tried to enter the premises via a terrace, which led to another exchange of 
shots. 


Demands 


What did the commando unit want? This was made known at 12:30, in response 
to a first appeal from Commissioner Marcel Leclerc, then in command of the 
criminal brigade. The commando unit members were demanding the immediate Sogn 
release by the Turkish authorities of two specifically named individuals, 
Father Manuel Yergatian and Pastor Hrant Guzelian, as wel% as “all the 
Armenians being held in Turkey on political charges." They further wanted 
“freedom of expression and for the development of the Armenian traditions and 
national, cultural and religious rights, and control and surveillance of the 
Armenian cultural monuments by international organizations." To this they 
added the demand that five Turkish militants and five Kurdish militants he 
released. 


: When informed of these demands, the Turkish authorities responded that there 

could be no question of yielding to threats and allowing France to act. It 

then became a question of proceeding as usual, that is to say maintaining 

contact at all cost. The commando unit itself had worries, since two of its ¥ 
members were wounded. 


When the confusion and chaos of the first few minutes had passed, the com- 
mandos could assess the precarious nature of their situation. They re- 
quested a doctor, but were refused, since it was feared that he would become 
another hostage. 


On the other hand, it took many long hours before it was possible to evacuate 
the wounded, both Turkish and Armenian, as well as the body of the dead 
guard. Finally, at 2 in the morning, the two remaining members of the com- 
mando unit--Kevork Guzelian and Aram Basmad jian--agreed to surrender and came 
out with the 54 hostages they were still holding. 


This, in brief, gives the facts of the incident, the details of which the 
Assize Court will analyze at length. But it is very clear that the trial 














will take on an entirely different dimension. In fact it cannot be compared 
to some of those which preceded it in France, in which other Armenians were 
the defendants, whether it be that in January 1982 involving Max Klindjian, 
who was sentenced by the Bouches-du-Rhone Assize Court to 2 years' imprison- 
ment for participating in the attempted assassination in Berne of the driver 
of the Turkish ambassador to Switzerland, or that of Abraham Thomassian, who 
was tried in a court of summary jurisdiction in Paris for an operation under- 
taken against the Turkish Airlines head office on the Avenue de 1'Opera. 


For the first time, the Armenian defendants were not members of the French 
Armenian community. These were young people born in Beirut, who grew up 
there in an atmosphere of war, impregnated with its violence, and also close 
to the Palestinian struggle and its methods and concepts. They openly belong 
to this ASALA, the radicalism of which, as soon as it was evident, was re- 
jected by the Committees for the Defense of the Armenian Cause (CDCA), as 
well as by the old Dashnak party, whose battle is a very different one from 
that of those seeking vengeance for genocide. 


It is significant, moreover, that in the demands voiced by those responsible 
for taking the hostages at the consulate, the requirement that this genocide 
be recognized was not specifically stated. Without a doubt it was implicitly 
included, and one could maintain that in demanding “freedom of cultural and 
national rights," the members of the commando unit meant that this freedom 
had been canceled out by the 1915 massacres. But it is equally true that in 
the little they were willing to explain about the reasons for their commit- 
ment, the four defendants stressed the “revolutionary” aspect of their under- 
taking above all. 


The “Bourgeois” in the Diaspora 


While they all said they had been interested since their youngest years in 
the history of Armenia and in the reasons they no longer had a fatherland, 
one of them nonetheless stated very precisely that his actions were not be- 
cause his grandparents were killed by the Turks. It will also be noted that 
they willingly gave as an example the situation of the Armenians in the 
Armenian republic of the USSR, where, they said, “there is normal cultural 
and territorial freedom." But one of them, Vasken Sislian, in command of the 
undertaking, was able to say categorically that the Armenians leading a nor- 
mal life in the various diaspora nations “are bourgeois.” 


Thus the vocabulary used was certainly more political than that of the other 
militants. The general statements which will be made in the courtroom will 
doubtless make it possible to understand, if not to classify them, better. 
The fact remains that this affair will raise again the issue of Armenian 
terrorism, in an already tense atmosphere. During this trial, which will not 
end before 31 January, and at which Mr Guy Floch will preside, there will be 
an opportunity for a predominantly political debate. 


The defense, for its part, is ready for the battle. Those in charge thereof, 
ranging from the left to the right on the chessboard, since the group in- 
cludes Patrick Devedjian, who is at present the RPR [Rally for the Republic] 











mayor of Antony; Emile Aslanian, a man of moderate inclinations; and Henri 
Leclerc, a leftist if there ever was one, are also assessing the danger of 
having to resume today the study of events dating back to 1981, and explain- 
ing them, 6 months after this other much more serious action by the ASALA-- 
the placing of a bomb at the Orly Airport on 15 July 1983, in this case 
committing murder blindly. 


This extreme attack is fresh in the memory of all, including of course the 
jurors who will be called upon to hear the case. Will it be necessary, in 
order to mitigate, if not eliminate, the effects thereof, to go as far as 
asking the defendants today what they think about it, and also what they 
think about the schism it produced within the very heart of this ASALA, whose 
committed combatants they claim to be? 


The situation is not simple for the government either. Beyond the splits and 
the schisms, there will always be enough supporters of the Armenian cause to 
demonstrate support of the defendants. With this in view, the security meas- 
ures have already been arranged, and promise to be substantial. On 25 Sep- 
tember 1981, the government condemned the attack on the consulate as "an 
unacceptable attack on the basic rights of the human individual.” Was it 
with this trial in mind that Francois Mitterrand addressed the Armenian com- 
munity in Vienna on 7 January, setting forth thoughts there which the Armen- 
ians in France appreciated but which, while they expressed keen sympathy for 
a people which has experienced genocide, also seem to seek to separate the 
wheat from the chaff? 


Charles Aznavour's Letter 


Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Jan 84 p 12 


[Text] It was in a courthouse with the tightest security that the trial of 
the four Armenians charged with holding hostages in the Turkish consulate on 
24 September 1981, in an incident during which a Turkish guard was killed and 
the deputy consul general was seriously injured (LE MONDE, 22-23 January) 
began in the Paris Assize Court on Tuesday, 24 January. The deputy consul 
generil, as well as the widow of the dead guard, are parties to the civil 
action, but the Turkish state is not. 


Its ambassador in Paris, while rejecting the genocide theory, made it clear 
that the Turkish government did not want to give "a political tone to what is 
nothing but a terrorist action.” 


Especially strict security precautions were taken at the courthouse, where a 
check has been made of those passing through each entrance for a week now. 
This checking will continue within the courthouse throughout the duration of 
the trial. Some 50 journalists will cover the trial, including 10 or so rep- 
resenting the Turkish press. 


The Armenian organizations, for their part, including the National Armenian 
Movement and the Committee for Support of Armenian Political Prisoners, in 
whose eyes the defendants are “patriotic resistance fighters,” are presently 














urging “acquittal pure and simple.” These two organizations organized a 
rally in front of the courthouse on Tuesday, 24 January, and another has been 
convoked for 31 January, the day the trial is expected to end. 


Finally, singer Charles Aznavour, who is oi Armenian origin, sent a letter to 
the president of the Assize Court, Mr Guy Floch, in which he expressed “hope 
for a happy solution” for the “young people (whose) justification is a search 
for identity and the confusion of being uprooted.” 


President Dislikes Word 'Terrorists' 
Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jan 84 p 19 
[Article by Philippe Boggio] 


[Text] In a few words uttered in a neutral voice, as if he were apologizing 
for a hasty parenthetical comment, presiding judge Guy Floch clarified and 
established without a doubt an impression vaguely sensed since the trial of 
the four Armenian militants began on Tuesday, 24 January, in the Paris Assize 
Court. “I do not like this word 'terrorists',” he explained to a jury member 
who had just used this terrible term. "If you are willing, we will use other 
words in the course of this trial.” And as if this statement required expla- 
nation, and as if he wanted for example to demonstrate the use--oh, how deli- 
cate!--of this word, Mr Floch noted that “one might always be regarded as a 
terrorist by someone else,” commenting that certain chiefs of state now in 
office were called “terrorists” in the past. 


The court, the parties in the case and the citizens were thus warned, in the 
course of this preamble, against the influence of words and above all of 
their fears. This trial of four Armenians,if one can clearly understand the 
meaning of his comment, should not be seen through the prism of current 
events, the trauma which the Western societies are presently experiencing. 


Terrorism develops more quickly than its effects, which are perceptible in 
the countries which are its target. This seizure of hostages at the Turkish 
consulate in Paris on 21 September 1981 has, then, nothing to do with the 
booby-trapped trucks sent against the multinational force in Beirut, nor with 
the “blind bombs" in Saint-Sylvestre. And, still more paradoxical, without a 
doubt, one must also avoid comparing it with the attack on the Orly Airport 
committed last summer by the ASALA, a secret organization in which, morever, 
the four defendants claim membership. 


Kevork Guzelian, 24, Aram Basmadjian, 24, Vasken Sislian, 28, and Agop 
Djulfayan, 24, are then a part of another era, historic now, of interna- 
tional, indeed Armenian, terrorism. Thus their crime, the seizure of the 
hostages, the murder of a guard and the injuries caused to the Turkish deputy 
consul general retain a sort of human scale, in the light of the present. 
Their action, reprehensible though it may be, can still be interpreted and 
understood, thanks to the ability of the assize court. 








Association With Weapons 


And we must agree that the first session fully showed this capacity for 
delicate evaluation cautiously sought by Mr Floch. First of all, concerning 
the very beautiful letter addressed to the court by film director Henri 
Verneuil who, agreeing with singer Charles Aznavour (both are of Armenian 
origin), places his hope in the “serenity” of French justice. That justice, 
he wrote, will be able “to go back to the roots of the evil, and perhaps, 
painfully, to understand these heirs of the first holocaust of this century." 


There was a further sense of measure and balance in the long statement of 
principle memorized and recited in French by Kevork Guzelian, incorporating a 
lesson about a genocide which culminated in the demand asserted by the taking 
of the hostages, and an explanation which should have some importance in the 
course of the trial. The commando “did not attack the French forces," but 
rather a consulate, that is to say a little bit of Turkish territory. Also, 
the relative degree of the crime committed was further put forth, in this 
case by the defendants themselves. Without condemning those ASALA members 
who placed a booby-trapped suitcase at Orly Airport, these four asked that a 
distinction be made as to the target chosen. 


The jury members, finally, played their part in the noble conduct of this 
first hearing. By their questions and by the curiosity they evidenced in the 
Armenian cause and the life of the defendants in Beirut, they established a 
real dialogue in which the simplifications and radicalization resulting from 
our fears of terrorism, 1984 version, could hardly be glimpsed, if they were 
visible at all. 


The court was intent on understanding how the choice of weapons made by the 
four young Armenians, who had despaired of peaceful solutions, was made. The 
mothers of the defendants came from Beirut to state to the court what their 
youth uprooted young women in the Armenian of a city at war had been like, 
and to describe the slow influence of that war and association with weapons. 
If the court was to maintain that same "serenity" throughout the trial, it 
would certainly see there, in this perversion of war, a subject for the kind 
of understanding which under present circumstances is no longer found today. 


Silence of ‘Suicide Commandos’ 
Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Jan 84 p 12 
[Article by Philippe Boggio] 


[Text] Were the four Armenians who have been on trial at the Paris Assize 
Court since 24 January to reveal mysteries which, following the taking of 
hostages at the Turkish consulate in Paris on 24 September 1981, had not been 
clarified by the police investigation? No, of course not. Although separ- 
ated from the struggle by more than 2 years, these militants in the ASALA 
remain “soldiers who obeyed orders.” 


They are concerned above all about the security of their organization, and 
even the falsely naive questions of the presiding judge, Guy Floch, elicited 











nothing but evasive answers from them. Preparations for the operation, the 
motives of the instigators, and the details of this feat--did all this take 
place in the Armenian quarter of Beirut? “We can say nothing on this sub- 
ject,” Vasken Sislian, the one with the mustache, and Kevork Guzelian, the 
one with the beard, who led the commando unit, repeated politely. 


It was barely possible to learn that the four young men were not associated 
before their departure for France, that they arrived in Paris separately 5 
days prior to the incident, or 2 days before, or in the case of one of them, 
only the day before the hostages were taken, all duly in possession of visas 
issued by our consulate in Beirut. 


They were unfamiliar with tne area, and contented themselves with a few brief 
inspections of the building located at 170 Boulevard Haussmann (Eighth Arron- 
dissement), before distributing the weapons among themselves at the entrance. 
There were two Browning pistols, a Kalashnikov assault rifle, two defensive 
grenades and an ev;losive artifact made up of a number of lumps of semtex, a 
paste manufactured in Czechoslovakia containing the penthrite often used in 
terrorist attacks committed in Europe. 


The four Armenians further noted that the French authorities knew that hos- 
tages had been taken at the very outset. The “suicide commando unit” had 
taken the name of Yeghi Kechichian, “an Armenian fighter who fell at the 
hands of the Turks.” Their operation was named "Van," in honor of that city 
which was “martyred, the symbol of the Armenian resistance.” But on how they 
obtained their weapons, nothing! And nothing about the possible accomplices 
the commando unit may have had in Paris, or how Vasken Sislian, the first to 
arrive, spert his time, either. In connection with this trial, France will 
have wasted its money, and will have to develop a perfect understanding of 
the ASALA elsewhere. 


Police Action 


As a result, the interest of this hearing inevitably dwindled, particularly 
since when sifted through the court proceedings, this seizure of hostages 
necessarily loses its evocative force. Flattened out and stripped for the 
microscope, the incident reported pales in the reconstructions and evidence 
recited. Nothing remains of it but an operation much characterized by grop- 
ing improvisation. An undertaking taken apart, broken down level by level, 
in which justice seeks to isolate the individual in the unit in order to 
establish the responsibility of each commando member, while the defendants 
emphasize the concept of shared responsibility. 


For example, the particulars of the charge place the gravest blame at the 
very beginning of the hostage seizure. It was 11:15 on that 24 September 
1981. The four men had just entered the consulate premises, weapons in hand. 
They gave the order to those present--some 50 in all--to lie down on the 
floor of the hallway, first in Turkish and then in French. 


A Turkish guard, Kamal Ozen, tried to prevent Guzelian from entering the 
administrative otfices. There was a short struggle. In order to limit 
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resistance, the Armenian fired, point-blank, he admits, at the head of his 
adversary. In his own defense, Guzelian now says that he “tried not to 
fire.” “There were nearly 30 persons in the corridor,” he said. “If I did 
not stop the guard, I might have lost control of the grenade I had in my 
other hard, from which the pin had been removed.” 


On that 24 September, the exchange of fire must have seemed terribly long. 
Five minutes? Fifteen? None of the participants, none of the hostages, 
recalls exactly how long this firing lasted. The consulate staff were them- 
selves armed. The deputy consul general, Kaya Inal, who took cover in an 
alcove near his office, wounded Agop Djulfayan before being seriously hit 
himself. A French policeman, Officer Blondel, alerted by the noise, eitered 
one of the rooms of the consulate for a moment through a window. This bold 
fellow shouted “Police! Come out with your hands up!" before firing at one 
of the hostage takers, and then leaving the premises in haste by the same 
route. At this moment, Sislian lost command of the unit thanks to his shoul- 
der wound. 


Everything had been said that day, at least the most important things--the 
death of a guard and the wounding of three individuals in iust a few moments. 
The rest involved the negotiations with the police and the hours of waiting 
for the conclusion of a hostage seizure rashly undertaken. This second por- 
tion of the incident is on the agenda for the 26 January session. 


Anti-Turkish Demonstration 
Paris LE MONDE in French 31] January 84 p 13 


[Text] A demonstration of support for the four members of the ASALA current- 
ly on trial in the Paris Assize Court, a demonstration organized by the 
National Armenian Movement (MNA) but prohibited by the prefect of police, led 
to a number of incidents on Saturday, 28 January, as well as the questioning 
of about 200 individuals, all of whom were released during the evening. 


The demonstrators had been asked to rally at the Place du Pantheon for a 
march from there to the courthouse. They clashed with the police forces, 
which had been instructed to arrest them as they arrived. A number of groups 
of demonstrators then tried to proceed to the courthouse via other routes, 
shouting “Turkey, assassin!" among other things. CRS [Republic Security 
Companies (state mobile police)] gave chase, and the demonstrators were 
summarily seized as they were spotted. 


Jean-Marc (Ara) Toranian, the MNA spokesman, who himself was interrogated, 
protested on behalf of his movement. 


Prosecutor's Statements 
Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Feb 84 p 1l 
[Article by Philippe Boggio] 


[Text] Mr Charles Michon is a difficult man to follow. As might be expect- 
ed, the prosecutor general sharply denounced the harrowing episode for which 
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the four Armenians who took hostages at the Turkish consulate in Paris on 

24 September 1981 were responsible, during the 30 January session at the 
Paris Assize Court. He used harsh words in describing this operation seeking 
vengeance against Turks and French citizens “born 25 years ago" in connection 
with “events dating back more than 60 years.” "I regard this as absurd, 
amoral, unjust and arbitrary,” he went on to say. 


But to what end? His anger spent, this representative of the public prose- 
cutor's office asked for only very moderate sentences: 5 years in prison for 
Aram Basmadjian, 7 years for Vasken Sislian and Agop Djulfayan, who wounded 
a Turkish policeman and a deputy consul general, and finally, 10 years for 
Kevork Guzelian, who murdered a member of the consular guard corps. 


What interpretation then can be given to the harsh but sensible comments with 
which the prosecutor sprinkled his pleading? “What history has forgotten 
does not justify taking the life of another," he said, among other things, to 
show the profound chasm between a mass prejudice and the Armenian genocide of 
1915 and the laughable reprisals through the taking of hostages, which as a 
witness said during another session, represented “making the sons pay for the 
sins of the fathers." The prosecutor's maxim was a beautiful one, but a poor 
introduction to the prosecutor's final charge. 


Thus in his own time and fashion, Mr Michon confirmed Monday that the favor- 
able atmosphere enjoyed by the four Armenian members of the ASALA since their 
trial began still continues. With this very moderate prosecutor's charge, it 
was not quite clemency which was sought, but there was an indication that, 
through its prosecutor general, the state wants a distinction to be made, at 
least in connection with the crime committed by these four, between the 
unchecked terrorism of today and the seizure of hostages in 1981. 


Even prior to the pleading by the prosecutor, Turkey must have seen that 
France would not place the interpretation Ankara wanted on the attack at the 
consulate. As if in an attempt to offset the calm characterizing this trial, 
the Turks saw to the dispatch of telegrams to presiding judge Guy Floch from 
associations of those widowed and orphaned by the attacks of the ASALA. 


ASALA Members Get /7-Year Sentence 


Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Feb 84 p 10 
[Article by Philippe Boggio] 


[Text] In the final analysis, Turkey will only have suffered brief dis- 
comfort on the defendants' bench at the trial of the four Armenians. It will 
have survived only a severe squall during the 8 days of sessions, with the 
peak of the storm coming on Tuesday, 31 January, with the attack of the six 
defense lawyers (Emile Aslanian, Raffi Pechlimadjan, Francis Teitgen, Jean- 
Pierre Mignard, Patrick Devedjian and Henri Leclerc), bitterly determined to 
settle accounts for the genocide in 1915. 
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In sentencing each of the four who seized hostages at the Turkish consulate 
to 7 years' imprisonment, the Paris Assize Court probably avoided a crisis 
for France in its relations with the Turkish government by tipping the direc- 
tion of this trial, at the last moment, so much in favor of the Armenian 
cause. Rebalancing the scales of justice. 


Three hours later, just before the court adjourned for deliberation, Mr Henri 
Leclerc was still in the process of ripping apart--and in what a fashion--the 
attitude of Turkey toward the Armenian problem. Kaya Inal, the consul gen- 
eral who was injured on 21 September 1981 in the course of the seizure of the 
hostages, was unwaveringly determined to condemn “a new crime against human- 
ity,’ as the representative of his government. Preceding him, Patrick 
Devedjian and Jean-Pierre Mignard had undermined the foundations of “the 
Turkish justification,” denouncing the historical arguments but also “the 
attacks on freedoms” seen in Ankara in 1984, making the descendants of the 
1915 Ottomans, according to attorney Mignard, the holders of the “European 
record for imprisonment.” 


This refusal to follow the defense lawyers entirely along the path of opprob- 
rium was doubtless the first indication of the meaning of this harsher than 
expected verdict. The magistrates and the members of the jury may perhaps 
have taken into account the fact that the courthouse lent itself perhaps a 
little too willingly as the stage for a historical trial which could only be 
judged very indirectly. Without refusing the Armenian community the tribune 
it demanded, and without seeking as the sessions went on to limit the scope 
of the criticisms addressed to the Turkish government, the A4ssize Court re- 
called that, although open to all the arguments, its only duty was to judge 
the crimes of certain individuals. 


These crimes precisely were given an importance in the verdict handed down 
which the trial itself had not given them. The jury in fact answered “yes” 
to all the questions pertaining to the death of a Turkish guard and the 
injuries inflicted on Mr Inal. More surprisingly, it confirmed the reports 
of numerous other armed actions in the consulate, in particular that of 
which a policeman claimed to have been the victim, but which seemed less con- 
clusive. With the addition therefore of intent to kill or cause willful 
injury, the penalties imposed were without a doubt more than iustified. 


Identical Penalties 


However, the Assize Court sought to give its judgment a more complex meaning, 
by sentencing all the hostage-takers to the same penalty. The defendants had 
implicitly asked for this joint penalty by emphasizing the political dimen- 
sions of their “suicide operation” at the consulate. Mr Leclerc had, in his 
pleadings, demanded this, explaining that the four Armenians “were united in 
their action" and that each of them assumed a portion of the full responsi- 
bility, that above all for the death of the guard for which the courts had 
only charged Kevork Guzelian. The representative of the public prosecutor's 
office, Mr Charles Michon, had asked for sentence of 10 years in prison for 
that defendant, but as retribution for the crime committed by Aram Basmadjian, 
he asked for a penalty of only 5 years in prison. The court eliminated the 
extremes, establishing a curious middle ground for all four defendants. 
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Did the jury members want by means of this return to the center to indicate 
their understanding of the motives cited by the Armenian community-~-the 
defendants benefitted from mitigating circumstances--while maintaining a 
harsh assessment of the actions committed? This mixing of apples and 
oranges, giving the impression of an erroneous verdict, allowed the Armenians 
at the hearing to think that their efforts had been in vain, and that the 
court had hardly distinguished between the four defendants and ordinary 
criminals in common law lacking in noble motives. What will be remembered 
about this trial, however, will be that above all it allowed the Armenian 
community, in addition to access to a rostrum, to perfect its unity and to 
refine its consideration of the effects of violence. 


These 8 days of sessions also allowed the “moderates” in the ASALA, who in 
fact were the sponsors of the defense of the four young people, to isolate 
Agop Agopian's “extremists” in the diaspora a little bit more. For all those 
who would like to spare the Armenians' struggle the perversions of armed 
combat, it was no small victory to hear Kevork Guzelian and his comrades from 
Beirut say that after their liberation--in 2 or 3 years, in fact, in view of 
their detention under remand, they would continue their “actions via poli- 
tical paths.” 


‘Indignation’ Created in Turkey 


Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Feb 84 p 10 


[Text] Ankara (AFP)--The sentencing of the four Armenian members of the 
ASALA to 7 years' imprisonment has aroused keen indignation in Turkey. In 
their Wednesday, 1 February issues, the newspapers criticized the moderate 
nature of the judgment handed down by the Paris Assize Court. "Justice 
Assassinated in France" was the headline in the daily newspaper HURRIYET, 
which has a large circulation. ‘France was afraid,” wrote the popular daily 
newspaper GUNES. "The Armenians did not get the sentences they deserve.” 

he right-wing daily TURCUMAN, under the headline "The Criminals Got Off 
Lightly,” said in its report that “from President Mitterand to the judge, a 
horrendous spectacle was staged by all.” 
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EGYPT 


DISSATISFACTION WITH ELECTORAL PROCESS EXPRESSED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 10 Jan 84 p 7 


[Article by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "The People Turn Their Back on the 
Methods Followed by the Ruling Regime" 


[Text] The phenomenon which has annoyed the ruling National Democratic 

Party [NDP] and which has been the subject of press commentaries both inside 
Egypt and abroad has been the fact that many voters did not participate in 

the elections held to reelect half of the members of the Advisory Council. 

In some polling areas in the capital city and other large cities almost no 
voters showed up at all. In some areas, especially in the desert governorates, 
the percentage of participation was as high as 50 percent only because special 
measures had been taken. 


This phenomenon also occurred during the elections recently held in the 
electoral district of Muharram Bak in Alexandria. The winner in the elections 
was the representative Abu-al-'Izz al-Hariri, the candidate of the National 
Progressive Unionist Grouping Party [NPUG], who was supported by the parties 
of the opposition. These elections were different because they had competing 
candidates, whereas in the Advisory Council elections only the ruling NDP 
submitted lists of candidates. 


Less than 3,500 voters out of a total of 38,500 registered voters on the 
voter registration lists of this electoral district went and voted. In other 
words, less than 10 percent of those registered to vote voted. This means 
that the other 90 percent of the voters refused to participate by expressing 
their preference in these elections. 


It is true that these were byelections and that general elections for the 
People's Assembly will be held only a few months after they were held. 
However, since the elections were held in the vital city of Alexandria where 
the voters live not far from the polling places and where there was flagrant 
intervention on a broad scale in the elections of 1979 shortly before the 
general elections--all of this meant that these elections had become a test- 
case. In addition to this, considerable efforts were made to support each of 
the two basic candidates. The NDP candidate was supported by Dr Fu'ad 
Muhyi-al-Din, secretary general of the NDP and prime minister, who came to 
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Alexandria to attend a party congress there and to support his candidacy--with 
the governor of Alexandria also attending and supporting this effort. The 
NPUG candidate was supported by all of the other political parties and forces. 
All of this is something which made the elections in this electoral district 
especially significant, and it causes one to wonder why there was so little 
participation in the elections. It confirms the fact that the people no 
longer see the use of holding elections. A study should be made of the causes 
which have given rise to this prevailing feeling which is dangerous in terms 
of what it means and in terms of its consequences. 


Lack of Confidence in the Integrity of the Electoral Process 


Perhaps the most important reason for voters no longer participating in the 
elections is the fact that the people lack confidence in the integrity of the 
electoral process because of the fact that they have seen, known, or heard 
that the government has intervened to falsify the results of how people have 
voted in order to guarantee the success of its own candidates or to defeat its 
opponents. This intervention has sometimes been carried out directly--by 
means of pulling maneuvers during the holding of the elections themselves such 
as stuffing the ballot boxes in order to have one candidate gain the upper 
hand over another, by invalidating the ballots marked in favor of a candidate 
whom it did not want to see win, by marking official ballots in favor of a 
given candidate without the voters ever having come to the polls to mark 

these ballots, and by switching the real ballot boxes [with actual marked 
ballots] with other ballot boxes already filled [with ballots marked in favor 
of government party candidates]. These things unfortunately were either done 
by the officials charged with supervising the electoral process or were done 
with their knowledge and consent after means were cooked up to get the 
representatives of the other candidates present in the polling places to 

leave or to have them removed from the places where the ballot boxes were 

kept or to not have them be present when the ballot boxes were being 
transported! 


Sometimes this misrepresentation of the people's will has been carried out 

by indirect means--such as by the utilization of pressure, terror, the 
carrot-and-stick method, or by preventing the supporters of a given candidate 
from reaching the polling places. Also, in the case of supporters of 
opposition candidates, it was made difficult for them to register to vote, 
their voter registration cards were not delivered to them, and pretexts were 
fabricated during the elections to either arrest them or keep them from 
reaching the polling places. 


Although some of these disgraceful actions sometimes have been carried out by 
men in the police force, the development of methods of intervention and 
misrepresenting the will of the people has enabled local government agencies to 
become even more effective and less visible when committing these abuses due to 
the powers that they have to allow and prohibit actions relating to the needs 
and requirements of everyday life and the pursuit and exercise of jobs and 
professions. 
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Thus because of all that the people have suffered due to government inter- 
vention in elections and the shenanigans pulled with the vot~rs' ballots, 
before the revolution people stopped going to the polls unless the elections 
were supervised by a neutral government. Furthermore, they only went to vote 
in connection with the 99 percent plebiscites because they were afraid of 
having their absence from the elections be recorded in lists of names of those 
who had refused to vote. They only felt fully free not to go to the polling 
places after their ballots came to be marked even in their absence and they 
were considered to have been present. 


Nevertheless, if the voters come to the polls, this makes it less possible 

to pull maneuvers with their votes and means that they cannot be shown to 
have been absent from the polls. This fact is something which induces 
citizens to go to the polling places, provided that all the other means of 
interfering with the election process have been eliminated. Unless this is 
done, some citizens will prefer to pay the fine levied on them for not having 
participated in the elections rather than going to vote in elections whose 
results will be falsified or which do not provide guarantees that no pressure 
will be put on the voters to change their votes. 


Official Declarations Certainly Do Not Guarantee the Impartiality of Elections 


Perhaps this refusal to participate in elections, after a number of official 
declarations asserting the integrity and impartiality of the elections, is 
still another indication that such declarations are not sufficient unless they 
are accompanied by legislative measures which give them the force of law and 
prescribe punishments for violations of them and unless they are accompanied 
by practical steps concerning all matters relating to elections which rein- 
force their validity and confirm the fact that [such election principles] are 
being respected. This includes, for example, voter registration procedures, 
rectifying these procedures, not putting obstacles in the way of some people 
who have come to register to vote, not making the task easy for people sent 
by certain persons [to register to vote] and not making it difficult for 
other persons who have been sent by other persons [to register to vote], and 
not allowing governors and other executive officials to appear at meetings 
and in parades which support the candidates and members of a particular party. 
I believe that, when the governor of Alexandria appeared at the party meeting 
held in support of the NDP candidate and sat next to Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din 

on the podium at the meeting, this more than anything else discredited the 
statements claiming that the elections were impartial. Also, persons who 

are the heads of [public] sector firms should not be allowed to help NDP 
candidates, it should not be allowed tc provide NDP candidates with material 
assistance such as lending them vehicles, putting up posters for them, 
distributing gifts for them, and no provisions should be made for people to 
leave their places of work and production activity--at a time when we are 
proclaiming that we want to increase production--and work on behalf of an 

NDP candidate. Other such means of facilitating the work done by the 
supporters of a particular candidate--at the expense of the supporters of 
other candidates--should not be allowed, nor should any obstacles be created 
for, or any administrative harrassment be mounted against, the opponents of 
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any particular candidate. If these things happen, they discredit any state- 
ment made in good faith by our political leaders or any honest intentions 
that they have to create a climate of freedom for any upcoming elections. 


Dissatisfaction with the Role Granted to the Opposition 


In addition to this, people sometimes ask: What will happen after free 
elections are held and members of the opposition enter the People's Assembly? 
Why is it that some people whc have been elected to the People's Assembly are 
expelled from it for reasons which do not justify this flagrant violation of 
the will of the people? This is perhaps exactly what happened in the case of 
Abu-al-'Izz al-Hariri who was recently elected to the People's Assembly. Did 
he not win the 1976 elections in the Karmuz electoral district and enter the 
People's Assembly, and was he not then expelled from the People's Assembly 
for reasons not justifying this flagrant measure? 


And as for those who have not been expelled from the People's Assembly, are 
they being given the opportunity to perform their job in a manner which 
satisfies their consciences, to have their opinions be expressed on radio 
and television where people can listen to them, and to bring up their 
proposals for draft laws for discussion in the People's Assembly--as the 
NDP representatives are allowed to do? Or do they find it very difficult 
and laborious to do their duty? Even the leader of the opposition himself 
finds that it is a difficult process when he wants to put questions to 
members of the government. The fact is that they wanted to remove him and 
all of his proposals for draft laws that had been made were shelved by the 
People's Assembly committees and priority was given to other proposals made 
later by representatives who were members of the NDP. 


Almost no opinion concerning any problem or draft law is accepted--out of 
fear that the opposition will receive credit for it. What happens is that 
a certain period of time is allowed to go by, and then the government 
expouses and takes credit for the appeal originally made by the opposition. 
In our previous articles we have already mentioned numerous examples which 
testify to this fact. 


This, however, does not mean that the parliamentary opposition plays no role 
at all in serving the people. It does play an important role--which is that 
of standing guard like an alert sentry in order to discover the mistakes that 
are being made and expose abuses that are taking place. If there were no 
opposition, then there would be a great many more such shortcomings and 
abuses. 


Not Dealing with the General Corruption That Prevails 


Finally, how can the people get seriously involved and participate in 
elections in a way that enables them to interact with the government when 
they hear about certain abuses going on in some town or even their own city-- 
and the government does not lift a finger to correct these abuses or put 
matters in order? Is it not natural for people then to pull into their shell 
and console themselves with the Koranic verse: "They will answer to God for 
their actions"? 
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In Alexandria, where elections are being held, there is a large university 
whose faculty includes Dr ‘Ismat Zayn-al-Din, a professor of nuclear 
engineering, who is engaging in a hunger strike in order to force the 
government to investigate the corrupt and shameful conditions which exist at 
the university. The professors at the university formed a committee to 

defend the university, and the Higher University Council sent its secretary 

to do an investigation. The council then issued a statement in which it con- 
demned the rector of the university and announced in ambiguous terms that it 
was changing some of its decisions and some of its unsound positions. Then 

the deputy prime minister and minister of education went to Alexandria in 

order to check on the health of Dr Z#yn-al-Din and listen to what the university 
professors had to say. However, this great scholar is still engaging in his 
hunger strike because his objective is not to seek a solution for what happened 
to him, but rather to deal with the conditions at the university--which is 
still being run by the same rector. 


In this article I do not want to go into the details of the conditions at 
the university, nor do I want to deal with other institutions and sectors. 
I merely want to cite this flagrant example in order to show what people's 
spirit and mentality is when they are dealing with elections in the climate 
that currently prevails! 


On the other hand, I would like to say the following to the citizens of my 
nation: It is true that everyone must answer to God for his actions, but 
it is also true that God helps only those who help themselves. We must 
change the type of government that we have, and we must do so by means of 
imposing our will by means of free and impartial elections. 
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EGYPT 


LABOR PARTY CAUCUS FOCUSES ON DOMESTIC POLITICAL ISSUES 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 10 Jan 84 p 2 


[Article by 'Imad Mahjub: "Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad Announces at the Party's 
Weekly Caucus Meeting that the Ethics Court Has Condemned Those Who Set It Up''] 


[Text] Fu'tad Nushi: "The forces of the National Party command 
1,000 votes only." 


'Abd-al-Hamid Barakat: 'We are capable of running in the elec- 
tions." 


'Abd-al-llamid Ghazi: "We are prepared to confront the govern- 
ment's excesses." 


At the weekly caucus meeting of the Socialist Labor Party current events on the 
scene in Egypt were discussed. The discussion included a reference to the new 
year; the expression of good wishes for the new year; an expression of hope that 
the new year will bring about honest elections; an expression of good wishes to 
fellow Christians on the occasion of Christmas along with the hope that Arch- 
bishop Shenouda and all Muslim and Christian clergymen will be released; and 
finally a dialogue about matters that have to do with the upcoming elections, a 
subject that still comes up at the gatherings and caucus meetings of the Socia- 
list Labor Party. The party's weekly caucus meeting also dealt with the role of 
members and leaders in examining the results of the ongoing elections battle in 
[the precinct of |] Muharram Bey in Alexandria. 


These were the broad lines of discussion that were followed in the party's weekly 
caucus meeting. Participating in the discussion were Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad, 
secretary general of the party; Fu'ad Nushi, assistant secretary general and sec- 
retary of information; 'Abd-al-Hamid Barakat, assistant secretary general and 
secretary of organization; 'Abd-al-Hamid Ghazi, secretary of farmers; and a large 
group of the party's leaders and members in Cairo and the governorates. 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad started out by wishing everyone a happy new year and then 
by wishing fellow Christians a Merry Christmas. He hoped that this year would 
turn out to be better than the previous one and that no restrictions would be 
imposed on anyone without the support of the law. He hoped that Archbishop 
Shenouda and Muslim leaders would be able to resume their religious activities. 
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Then Dr Murad shifted the discussion and talked about the present situation. He 
talked about the column, '"Mawaqif,"' [Positions] that Anis Mansur wrote in 
AL-AHRAM last Monday. Dr Murad read the column in which the author criticized 
"Arafat's attack on al-Sadat's policy. He regarded 'Arafat's comments as deroga- 
tory to and critical of the people of Egypt. Dr Murad explained the extent of the 
contradictions that abounded in the article. He also explained that the timing of 
the article and its words did not signify care for Arab solidarity, particularly 
under the present conditions that are being experienced by the Arab nation. 


The People Will Not Be Deceived 


"As far as the upcoming elections are concerned, we thought that Egypt's 
interests required that we run in the elections. It is up to us to lead the 
people and to invite them to take part in the elections and stand with us bravely 
and steadfastly to defend their opinions and their votes. But we must not hide 
the truth from people. We must encourage them to take part in the elections, and 
we must raise their morale. We must not close our eyes to the tricks and games 
that the government is pulling off so it can go on doing what it has been doing 
till election day. Instead, we must remind the veople of President Mubarak's 
assertions about the integrity and neutrality of the elections. We must also make 
them see the government's actions and its violations of its assertions." 


The Police Are Neutral 


"As far as police neutrality is concerned, that neutrality must be positive, not 
negative. The police must not stand with their hands behind their backs when they 
see members of the ruling party attacking members of another party. Police neut- 
rality must be positive in the sense that the police must prevent crime from 
being committed. We heard that in the precinct of Muharram Bey in Alexandria, 

the son of the government's candidate was beating up some voters with a cane in 
front of some policemen. Is this a proper situation? Does police neutrality mean 
that the police refrain from stopping an attacker? 


"On the other hand, we are interested in the neutrality of all state agencies and 
not just the neutrality of the police. At the National Party's election confe- 
rence in Alexandria, which was attended by Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, secretary gene- 
ral of the party, the governor of Alexandria was seated on Dr Muhyi-al-Din's 
right. He was there in his official capacity as governor and not as a member of 
the National Party. If he had been there as a member of the party, he would have 
been seated with party members and not on the platform. If this is not a form 

of intervention in the course of the election campaign, what then is? We've seen 
what the reaction was: citizens boycotted the election because the government was 
openly making fun of them. The front pages of daily newspapers which are dis- 
patched to the East and to the West carried the picture of the secretary general 
of the National Party with the governor of Alexandria by his side. This picture 
told voters that the governor, who controls everything in their daily lives and 
who is the highest authority in the governorate, was standing with the govern- 
ment's candidate against the candidate of the opposition. For this reason, the 
governor should have been suspended from his job, and he should have been ques- 
tioned because of his blatant violation of the president's statements, and Dr 
Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din should have been reprimanded for violating the rules of neut- 
rality. If they respected the people, they would not have appeared in this manner 
in so-called national newspapers."' 
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Clergzymen Released 


Nr Murad then spoke about the restrictions that are imposed on clergymen. He said 
that the Alexandria University Faculty Club had invited al-Shaykh Ahmad 
al-Mahallawi to deliver a lecture on the occasion of the Prophet's birthday. How- 
ever, security agencies denied him permission to lecture for security reasons 
even though the lecture hall would be quite secure and attendance would be rest- 
ricted to faculty members. Does this constitute freedom of opinion? 


Egyptian Jurisprudence and the Government's Obduracy 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad then saluted the Egyptian courts which had ruled in favor 
of the opposition parties' request that they be permitted to hold a meeting in 
'Abdin Square to commemorate the anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights. The Ministry of Interior had refused to grant the opposition permission 
to hold this meeting in the manner it had requested. The Ministry of the Inte- 
rior insisted that the meeting be held in a closed place. However, the courts 
gave the opposition the right to hold its meeting just as it had requested. Dr 
Murad then read the court ruling and indicated in closing that rules for 
gatherings were based on a law for gatherings that was issued in 1923 in the days 
of the British occupation. 


An example of the government's obduracy in confronting opposition parties lies in 
the fact that the police cancelled the conference which the opposition was 
holding to support one of its candidates in Alexandria. The police argued that 
public meetings or discussions were not to be held during run-off elections. This 
is considered a serious precedent that has not happened before, either before or 
after the revolution. We are reviewing these events to explain that we are fol- 
lowing positions very carefully so we can bring these matters to the attention 

of the president personally. The government has to honor what the president has 
proclaimed to the whole world about the coming elections. The president said that 
these clections would be conducted freely because they would be attributed to 

his administration, that of a president who believes in the integrity of 
elections. 


Ruling for the Wafd To Return 


Fu'ad Nushi, assistant secretary general of the party and secretary of informa- 
tion spoke. He reviewed all the developments on the political scene in Egypt, 
referring at first to the ruling that was issued by Egypt's great courts. Egypt's 
courts had turned down the government's appeal, and they had affirmed the right 
of the New Wafd Party to exercise all its political rights despite opposition 
from the government's party and from the party organization committee, which we 
had objected to. We have been asking for the repeal of the Party Law ever since 
the Labor Party was established. Accordingly, we welcome the return of the new 
Wafd Party, and we also hope that all political movements will be given an oppor- 
tunity to be represented in recognized parties. One of these parties should be 
the Nasirist Party which we think has every right to be formed. It is the people 
who should ultimately decide such things. All that we are hoping for is that the 
Wafd Party stand alongside the opposition party and take up the same position 
with it. 


Fu'ad Nushi then spoke about the run-off elections in the precinct of Muharram 
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Bey in Alexandria between Abu al-'Izz al-Hariri, the Grouping Party's candidate 
and the National Party's candidate. ile said that signs of the interest people 
have in the elections indicated the extent to which the public lacked confidence 
in the integrity of the elections. Therefore, the majority of the people were 
boycotting the elections because they believed the government did not need to 
have public support for its candidates. However, all the signs affirm that the 
opposition party's candidate will win if government agencies or powers do not 
interfere with the elections process, now that the National Party received only 
1,000 votes after using up everything it had [to get those votes]. We continue to 
call for what the second conference of our party called for: total coordination 
with the opposition. We will continue to support the fighter, Abu-al-'Aziz 
al-Hariri, the opposition's candidate. We will express this support through the 
leaders and members of the Labor Party in Alexandria. However, there is an impor- 
tant observation to be made: the integrity of the elections in Alexandria is a 
real test of the promises and pledges that were made by President Mubarak. If the 
elections are forged, the tables will be turned against the tyrant." 


Elections Guaranteed by Votes and by a National Representative 


Then 'Abd-al-Hamid Barakat, assistant secretary general and secretary of organiza- 
tion for the party spoke about current positions. He said that the important sub- 
ject that is preoccupying our thoughts now and until the elections are over is 
that of the elections, particularly after the second public conference last 22 
December approved of our running in the elections. "Watching the elections that 
were being held in Alexandria makes it clear that only 2,600 citizens voted in 
those elections out of a total of 35,000 voters. That is only seven percent of 
the voters. In other words the voter turn-out did not exceed the eight percent 
set by the new elections law. Also the public's lack of interest in the elections 
stems from their certain faith that their wishes will be falsified as usual. It 
must be said, however, that the police did not interfere this time in favor of 
the government's candidate. This may be evidence of the government's wish that 
the elections be free and honest. But it may be a trap to make the opposition 
parties run in the elections. The fact is that the voters' lack of interest in 
these elections gives the government an opportunity to falsify election results, 
as was the case in the Shura Council elections where precinct chairmen were 
forced to falsify votes. They had been asked to prepare reports on those who did 
not vote, but it was easier for them to check the cards, and the turn-out ratio 
[they showed] was many times more the actual voter turn-out. Therefore, it is the 
duty of all of us to vote; we must urge the public to vote so that others would 
not have an opportunity to falsify our wishes and use our votes." 


We Must Be Optimistic 


Then 'Abd-al-Hamid Ghazi, the party's secretary of farmers spoke. At first he 
wished fellow Christians, party members in particular and those in Egypt in gene- 
ral, his best wishes on the occasion of Christmas. Then he spoke about current 
events. He said that the new year was starting out with all of us being pessi- 
mistic about everything in Egypt, particularly the elections process. lle 
attributed that to the fact that people believed that those who win an election 
are those the government wants. "This may be the result of numerous factors that 
our brothers and colleagues have explained. However, I think that we have a part 
to play, and we must play it today. We must be optimistic until we can see a 


23 











cause for pessimism. We must not make people more desperate then they are. We 
decided to run in the next elections, and we know that excesses may occur and 
that it is the people who can settle these matters by voting for the opposition 
because it is the hope for this country. The opposition will apply popular 
policies and will conduct those policies in the interests of the people. Now, our 
information in general and AL-SHA'B Newspaper in particular must devote attention 
to the matter of urging people to play a positive part so as to put into action 
the statement made by the party's president and to express confidence in the 
pledges that President Mubarak made and the efforts he is making for free and 
honest elections. 
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EGYPT 


SECRETARY GENERAL OF SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY ON UPCOMING ELECTIONS 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 19 Jan 84 p 22 


[Interview with Dr Hilmi Murad, Secretary General of the Opposition Socialist 
Labor Party by Ahmad Judah: ''The Committee To Defend Democracy Is Being Formed 
for the Elections; Arab Regimes Are Responsible for What Is Happening to the 
Palestinian Revolution;" in Cairo; date not specified | 


[Text] A few political questions that are being dealt with by Egyptian politi- 
cians in their books, speeches and discussions are dominating the Egyptian politi- 
cal scene at the present time. These are political questions that have to do with 
the position of opposition parties and of other national forces on the question 

of the upcoming parliamentary elections. This position is about to take shape and 
to be defined, now that the National Committee To Defend Democracy has been 
formed. This committee includes most of Egypt's opposition parties and factions. 
Another question is that of the New Wafd Party which was legitimized by a court 
ruling. [Still another question] has to do with that party's position, which has 
not yet been determined, on the upcoming elections for the People's Assembly. 


To clarify the picture AL-DUSTUR interviewed Dr Hilmi Murad, the secretary gene- 
ral of the opposition Socialist Labor Party, and one of the leaders of the oppo- 
Sition in Egypt. AL-DUSTUR asked him about some local questions that have interna- 
tional implications, such as the question of the elections. AL-DUSTUR asked Dr 
Hilmi Murad about the position of the Labor Party on events in Lebanon and on 

the present existing organizational split in the Palestinian Revolution. 


Having One Word 


[Question; Some opposition parties in Egypt have tried to forma political front 
that has been called the National Committee To Defend Democracy. Do you think 

that the formation of this committee has something to do with the upcoming parlia- 
mentary elections? And what is the position of the Socialist Labor Party on these 
elections? 


[Answer] The National Committee To Defend Democracy was formed after election 
rules for the People's Assembly were amended and when the date for these elec-— 
tions approached. This committee was formed to unify statements by political par- 
ties that are not in power and by other national forces regarding these changes 
and what they think about the upcoming elections. Meetings for this committee 
were called for by the Labor Party, the Grouping Party and the Liberal Party, and 
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all political parties in Egypt were invited to the meeting. tlowever, permission 
for the establishment of this committee has not actually been granted; it is not 
in the process of being formed; and the matter is still being considered by the 
court. We invited the Wafd Party, other political movements and a few public 
figures who are interested in the elections as well as some union representatives 
to join this committee. As far as its stand in this committee, the Labor Party is 
one of the three parties that called the meeting. The Labor Party joins others in 
discussions, in expressing opinions and in dialogue between all parties that is 
conducted on an equal basis and quite democratically. 


A Front or a Committee? 


[Question] But the Progressive Grouping Party sees this committee as a strong 
political front that can bring about what some of its leaders called the stage 

of national democratic revolution. The Grouping Party thinks that this is a front 
and that it is not being formed only for the elections. What do you think about 
that? 


[Answer| I believe that the name is not important and that it is the objective 
and the efforts that are being made that count. If those present at the meeting 
prefer to have that committee be a committee that represents these opposition 
political parties and movements, let us call it that so we can avoid the word, 
"front,'' which implies permanence and continuity. Naturally, this is incon- 
ceivable because the purpose of the meeting is to consider the rules for the 
general elections and to call for measures that would ensure the neutrality and 
integrity of these elections. The committee will consider how coordination 
between all political forces participating in this committee is to be effected if 
it becomes necessary, and if these forces decide to run in these elections. It is 
an accepted fact that those who are coming to those meetings subscribe to dif- 
ferent and varied intellectual, ideological and political tendencies. There is 
absolutely nothing wrong with that. Contrary to what is being suggested by some 
writers from the government's party and by government spokesmen, the purpose of 
such meetings, which take place everywhere in the world, is to take steps to con- 
front a certain situation. It is not the purpose of such a meeting to come to an 
agreement about everything. If universal agreement were the object, these various 
cendencies would have had to merge into one party and not establish a committee 
that includes numerous forces and parties. 


The General Congress Will Determine This 


[Question] If the government insists on imposing the conditions of the propor- 
tional list in the coming elections, do you think the Labor Party will adhere 
to its present position and will refuse to run in the elections? 


[Answer] The decision to run or not to run in the elections is one that will 

be made by each party and each political group in light of what each one of them 
agrees to in the National Committee To Defend Democracy. As far as the Socialist 
Labor Party is concerned, we will bring up this subject at the party's general 
annual congress which was sheduled for 24-25 November but which has been post- 
poned. Such a decision will be made in the light of variables that will develop 
over the next few days in addition to what will be agreed upon in the National 
Committee To Defend Democracy. 
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A Misunderstanding 


[Question] The Cairo Magazine, AL-MUSAWWAR indicated recently that you suggested 
to Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din that his Wafd Party merge with the Labor Party. How true 

is that report? And what is your party's attitude toward the Wafd if it agrees 

to run in the next legislative elections under the conditions of the proportional 
list which you are rejecting? 


[Answer] Basically what happened is that we proposed coordination between par- 
ties that will be running in the upcoming elections. The idea of a merger did not 
come up at all. No one can think that 1 would suggest to the leader of the New 
Wafd Party that he merge with another party. Whoever heard me talking with Mr 
Siraj al-Din misunderstood what I said. This may have been what he understood 
from the discussion we had about the coordination between parties. We talked 
about such coordination being based on running in the elections with one list, 
and we discussed the possibilities of whether or not the New Wafd Party would 
be allowed to return legally. Those possibilities existed at that time. At any 
rate, this is something that is no longer relevant, now that the courts have 
legally recognized the return of the New Wafd Party. 


This Would Be Held against the Wafd! 


[Question] What about the possibility that the Wafd Party will run in the next 
elections? 


[Answer] Why do you assume that the Wafd Party will assume a position that will 
be different from the opinion of all other parties and national forces? This ques- 
tion is pointless. I believe that the Wafd will have to take into account--for 

its interests and for its future--the fact that it have full coordination with 
other forces of the opposition so it would not bear the possible consequences of 
elections whose integrity is in doubt. This is what would happen ir the Wafd were 
to agree to run in the upcoming elections by itself and without guarantees. This 
would be held against it. 


The State and the Revolution 


[Question] What is the attitude of the Labor Party toward the struggle that is 
going on now between factions of the Fatah Movement? Where do you stand on this 
struggle? 


[Answer] What is happening now within the factions of the Palestinian Revolution 
and particularly within Fatah is heartbreaking. It grieves every sincere Arab 
because it distorts the Arabs' image and hurts their reputation. What is hap- 
pening within the Palestinian Revolution is hurting the Arab-Israeli struggle 

as a whole, and it is placing the Palestinian question in particular in a 
position where its enemies can win victories against it even for a short period 
of time. More Palestinian blood has been shed by Arab hands than by Zionist 
hands. All Arab regimes can be criticized for the fragmentation that is going on 
in the Palestinian Revolution because they are responsible for this situation 
becoming so critical. Matters should have never come to this in this just cause 
that won the support of world public opinion in the United Nations and became the 
subject of the whole world's attention. I would call upon all Arab regimes to 
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keep their hands off the Palestinian Revolution. The Revolution has to deal with 
the enemy as a revolution and not as a State. 


Camp David Is the Reason 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the position of President Mubarak's govern- 
ment on that split that is taking place now in the Palestinian Revolution? 


[Answer] The position that was proclaimed by President Mubarak is a sound one 
in so far as it supports ‘Arafat, who is considered the figure around whom 
Palestinian fighters throughout the world rally. However, the attitude of Arab 
countries toward Egypt after the ill-conceived Camp David Agreements were drawn 
prevents Egypt in its new age from taking any positive steps in this regard. 


Syria Is Adopting a Hard Line 


[Question] Do you expect Egypt will be invited to the next Arab Summit Confe- 
rence that will be held in Riyadh? 


[Answer] Inviting Egypt to that conference depends on the attitude of the 
countries that are following a hard-line approach on the matter. It depends on 
what these countries decide about attending the conference in the first place. 
I believe that Syria in particular is taking a hard-line position with regard 
to inviting the Egyptian government to the conference. 
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EGYPT 


LOSS OF MORTMAIN PROPERTY DUE TO LEGAL INADEQUACIES DETAILED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 25 Jan 84 p 3 


[Article by Mahmud Mu'awwid: "How Can the State Recover Its Lost Property? 
The Property of the Muslims Is Not for Sale!"] 


[Text] A custodian sells people the land of an entire area 
which is religious trust land, and local government 
agencies do not make sufficient effort to eliminate this 
trespassing. 


Only 1 million Egyptian pounds of the 80 million which 
the Ministry of Finance owes has been paid to the 
Ministry of Religious Trusts. 


What is required is new legislation which would give the 
religious trust property the status of state property. 


Has the property of the Ministry of Religious Trusts 
become abandoned property to be freely taken by just 
anyone who comes along and wants it? 


How can we keep state property from being lost? 


Also, how can we keep the property of the Muslims from being grabbed by 
usurpers? 


The religious trust property of the Muslims has, in fact, become fair game 
for anyone capable of engaging in underhanded dealing and for any talented 
trickster. The efforts being undertaken by the government to stop this are 
efforts which are going around in a vicious circle of complicated legal 
proceedings and maneuverings being carried out by attorneys. In the end 
things remain unchanged. The usurpers still have everything that they had 
before, and nobody has been able to take the property of the Muslims away 
from them. 


It is a strange fact that, throughout the last 13 years, the ministers of 
religious trusts have not been successful in their efforts to regain the 
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property of God. Some people have even come to regard this property as 
"abandoned property" which is fair game for anyone to grab and take who is 
interested in it. 


The obvious question is: Why is no one being held responsible for this 
neglect of the terms set by the donors of the religious trusts? 


The Ministry of Finance has not honored its financial obligations with 
regard to paying the cash to the Ministry of Religious Trusts which it had 
agreed to pay in yearly installments. Its debts have risen from 20 million 
to 80 million Egyptian pounds, and only one installment totalling 1 million 
Egyptian pounds has been paid. 


Shaykh Ibrahim al-Dasuqi, minister of religious trusts, said the following 
concerning the reasons for this: "Current laws do not allow the Religious 
Trusts Authority to regain all of its lands. There are usurpers of these 
lands who are residing on them after putting up buildings there--which is 
something that they had absolutely no right to do. Nevertheless, it is 
impossible to remove these usurpers unless the law is changed. 


"For example, half of the inhabitants of the al-Shatibi area of Alexandria-- 
and I have their names--are residing there although they have no right to 

do so and have signed no contracts. The land has merely passed into their 
hands from those who previously resided there. The fact is that these lands 
were usurped by the 'custodian.' 


"Right now we are engaged in the process of preparing a draft law according 
to which any person who has usurped religious trust property, or knows that 
he has received it from someone who usurped it, must furnish a statement 
concerning this religious trust property by a certain date or else he will 
be legally punished. Religious trust lands should enjoy the same immunity 
that state lands enjoy." 


Mr Zaki Abu-al-Nasr, head of the Administrative Council of the Usurped 
Religious Trusts Authority, told us the story of the religious trusts and 

the conflict concerning them with the parties who have usurped them: ''There 
are farm lands and real estate totalling 288,022 feddans that passed into the 
hands of the Agrarian Reform Authority. They include lands that have not 
been disposed of and which are still in the hands of the Agrarian Reform 
Authority, and they amount to an area of about 61,983 feddans. These lands 
still have not been returned to the Ministry of Religious Trusts. They also 
include lands which have been disposed of and which have been distributed 
within the framework of the Agrarian Reform Law for the benefit of the 
Ministry of Religious Trusts. Committees have been formed to make an 
inventory of these lands, but these committees have not been able to do their 
job. Some of the committees have gone to the agrarian reform areas in 
al-Marj, Banha, and al-Tall al-Kabir in order to obtain the documents which 
support the point of view of the Religious Trusts Authority concerning getting 
the land back. However, these agrarian reform areas have kept the committee 
from doing its job. Some violations have been committed by the Agrarian 
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Reform Authority. For example, it has distributed lands to large-scale 
farmers. It has not followed sound procedures when transferring the ownership 
of these lands. We demanded that the lands be assessed according to their 
true value because the responsibility for doing this lies on the shoulders of 
the Agrarian Reform Authority and it is supposed to pay the differences in 

the prices. Lands belonging to the Ministry of Religicus Trusts, according 

to law, are not for sale and no transaction can be engaged in concerning 

them. 


"The lands usurped by the local councils are valued at a total of 77,950,680 
Egyptian pounds. A great many governorates are still not providing any help 
in the area of returning this property to the Ministry of Religious Trusts, 
in spite of the fact that there has been correspondence concerning this 
matter. Also, the governors must be granted the authorization to issue 
decisions to make it possible to eliminate this trespassing on religious 
trust property. 


"As far as debts of government agencies to the Ministry of Religious Trusts 
are concerned, they were suspended until an agreement was reached with the 
minister of finance to allocate the sum of 21 million Egyptian pounds in 
order to settle the debts owed to the Religious Trusts Authority. The 
payments were supposed to be 1 million Egyptian pounds per year. The latest 
inventory taken by the Religious Trusts Authority indicates that these debts 
have jumped up to about 80 million Egyptian pounds. This means that the 
Ministry of Finance should be paying the Ministry of Religious Trusts about 
19 million Egyptian pounds every year, instead of 1 million, in order that 
the debts be totally paid off within a period of 5 years--which was the 
period of time agreed to by the minister of finance." 


Eng Muhammad Sabri Salim, deputy minister and head of the Agrarian Reform 
Authority, told us the following: "The Agrarian Reform Authority received 
a total of 137,234 feddans from the Ministry of Religious Trusts. 


"The Agrarian Reform Authority then disposed of a total of 106,785 feddans of 
these lands. They include lands distributed to small-scale farmers to whom 
ownership of the lands was transferred, lands expropriated for public 
projects, and lands disposed of by means of sale in accordance with the 
provisions of the law. The Agrarian Reform Authority has returned the 
remainder of these lands which it had received [and which were otherwise not 
disposed of]. The only lands which the Agrarian Reform Authority still has 
are small areas of land which will be returned via the joint committees 
consisting of persons representing the Agrarian Reform Authority and the 
Religious Trusts Authority. A total of 30,500 feddans of land have already 
been returned. Some mistakes did occur during the process of receiving the 
joint religious trust lands and private charity lands from the Ministry of 
Religious Trusts. However, the joint committees are engaging in the process 
of settling the disputes in order that the property of the Muslims be 
protected." 
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What Are the Governors Doing? 


Mr ‘Izzat Muhammad ‘Ali, first deputy minister and secretary of the Local 
Rule Secretariat, told us the following: ''The governors have been informed 
of the formation of joint committees in the governorates under the chairman- 
ship of the secretary general of [each] governorate and having, as members, 
persons representing the Ministry of Religious Trusts, the Central Agency 
for Accounting, the Directorate of Survey and Land Registry, and a governorate 
home rule representative. The purpose [of these committees] is to make an 
inventory of the property handed over by the ministry to the local councils 
and which has not been given back to the Ministry of Religious Trusts, along 
with data showing what property has already been disposed of. [The 
committees will] also make an inventory of what the Religious Trusts 
Authority is owed by the local councils in the realm of income earned from 
the religious trusts and the value of the property which was expropriated. 
The local rule bodies, in turn, are endeavoring to protect the rights of the 
Religious Trusts Authority and are endeavoring to return its property to it. 


"Then comes the role of the People's Assembly which decided to form a 
subcommittee in order to follow up on this matter. The subcommittee is 
chaired by Mahmud al-Farran, deputy [chairman] of the Religious Affairs 
Committee. He has assured us that statements have been made by President 
Mubarak and the prime minister to the effect that the property of the 
Ministry of Religious Trusts must be returned to it. This committee concluded 
that the Religious Trusts Authority organizations, with their lack of 
resources, are unable to determine all of the debts owed to the Religious 
Trusts Authority in the provinces. Every day cases before court have been 
reaffirming the fact that delays are continuing in the matter of returning 
to the rightful owners what is theirs. The fact is that large areas of the 
lands belonging to the Ministry of Religious Trusts have been squandered 

and wasted. Also, some local councils are engaging in delays, maneuverings, 
and efforts to conceal the identity of the usurpers of these lands. The 
governors will be called upon to once and for all take care of this matter. 


"The committee has assessed the value of what is owed to the Ministry of 
Religious Trusts by the local bodies as being 1.5 billion Egyptian pounds-- 
according to old land prices. Our task is to recover this property in order 
to help provide support for Islamic missionary activity." 


Deterrent Decisions Are Required 


Dr Muhammad Mahjub, head of the Religious Affairs Committee in the People's 
Assembly, said to us: "What we need is deterrent decisions and rapid 
procedures in order to recover the Muslims' religious trusts. Things have 
reached the point where, in one instance, 70 square meters of land were put 
into a religious trust for a mausoleum [where a religious figure was to be 
buried], but people took the liberty of selling this land along with every- 
thing on it and credited it to their account in the Land Registry Office! 
Exploitation is also taking place during the litigation period. There are 
12 feddans of land in the al-Muntazah area of Alexandria where a training 
center has been erected. This land should be turned over immediately to the 
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Ministry of Religious Trusts since it is the rightful owner of the land, and 
the debts involved should be settled." 


Mr Kamal Badawi, a member of the People's Assembly who brought up a question 
concerning this matter, told us: "The fact that the religious trust property 
is not being protected is something which has impelled many people to tres- 
pass on it and occupy it without any right whatsoever. Things have reached 
the point that this property is considered to be abandoned property. Also, 
the Religious Trusts Authority should review the matter of allowing luxury 
housing units [on religious trust land] since this is not something which 
serves the interests of the Muslims as a whole. It would be better if efforts 
were made to concentrate on services for poor Muslims. In addition to this, 
the prices of these housing units are skyrocketing. This is something which 
is not at all in keeping with the mission and purpose of the Religious 

Trusts Authority. 


"The time has come for the Religious Trusts Authority to take an inventory 
of the farm lands and real estate which are owned by the Muslims in 
accordance with terms set by the donors of the religious trusts. 


"Part of the responsibility for the loss of the religious trust property 

also lies with the administrative apparatus of the Religious Trusts Authority. 
Radical changes in the law should be effected in order that priority be 

given to protecting the property of God and in order that the decisions 
concerning eliminating trespassing on these lands be put into effect. 


"And finally, it is now necessary for the People's Assembly to take the 
initiative and see to it that justice is done and the religious trust 
property of the Muslims is returned to them." 
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EGYPT 


DEATH OF EGYPTIAN YOUTH IN ISRAELI JAIL, ISRAELI PRACTICES DEPLORED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 10 Jan 84 p 7 
[Article: "How Many Egyptians Have Been Killed in Israeli Jails?!"] 


[Text] Fawzi 'Abd-al-Malik Khalil, an Egyptian youth killed by the Zionists, 
is but one more example of the violence and attacks being committed against 
the Arabs every day by the sons of Israel. The surprising thing is that 
some people expressed their astonishment about the fact that this Egyptian 
youth was killed in one of Israel's jails. As far as these people are 
concerned, all we can say is that they are naive. Has any leader or prophet 
throughout the course of history ever concluded a covenant with the sons of 
Israel, and have the sons of Zion ever respected such a covenant or adhered 
to an agreement? 


Fawzi ‘Abd-al-Malik Khalil, an Egyptian youth, had gone to Jordan in order to 
work there. But due to difficult circumstances, he chose the mistaken path 
of sneaking into the West Bank in order to find work there, and there he was 
arrested by the Israeli armed forces. He was subjected to no cross-examina- 
tion and was charged with engaging in guerrilla activity and was accused of 
belonging to a Palestinian organization. He was also thrown into a prison 
cell without being subjected to a cross-examination and without being 
investigated or questioned. There he was beaten and tortured. His body 
was torn to pieces, areas of his body were burned, and his fingernails were 
pulled out. This is exactly what happened to Fawzi 'Abd-al-Malik Khalil. 
The Egyptian youth then died inside this Israeli jail. He died in spite of 
the fact that he had been screaming that he was an Egyptian. They only 
believed him after he had drawn his last breath. They found no relatives of 
his, nor did they find his name listed among the names of the thousands of 
young Palestinians whose names they have on file. Then they decided to hand 
over his body to the Egyptian Consulate in Eilat so that the body could be 
taken to Egypt. 


The murder of Fawzi 'Abd-al-Malik Khalil is an indication of the practices 

of Israeli society and serves as the best possible proof of the atrocities 
which this bloody race of people has committed against the Palestinian 
people. One wonders how many young Palestinians have been killed in the same 
way that this Egyptian youth was killed. The Egyptian Consulate refused to 
accept the body of the Egyptian youth before seeing a legitimate medical 
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report and police report concerning the matter. This was about a month ago. 
Has the Egyptian Consulate in Eilat not already received a reply concerning 
its request? If so, why has this reply not been made public by the Egyptian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs? If an Israeli had been killed in an Egyptian 
jail, would Israel remain silent and would the Israeli press refuse to demand 
disclosure of all of the details? Why is the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs remaining silent, and why is the Egyptian press not saying anything? 


I would like to convey to the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs the 
following remark published in the 23 December 1983 issue of the Israeli 
newspaper HA'ARETZ in an article by the Israeli writer ‘Amos Eylon concerning 
the deterioration of peaceful relations before Egypt and Israel. In that 
article he said the following: "These days one could discuss the controversy 
which is going on concerning the young Egyptians who have died in Israeli 
jails and the acts of violence which have been committed against the property 
of Egyptian diplomats in Tel Aviv.'' This leads one to ask the following: 
Have there been "young people" who have "died" in Israeli jails? Does the 
Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have more information [that it is not 
telling us]? 


If the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has forgotten about the death 

of this young Egyptian in the Israeli prison, let us take this opportunity to 
remind this ministry that Israel launched its war against Lebanon because 
some unidentified persons opened fire on the Israeli ambassador in London. 

Is the life of Mr Argov, [the Israeli] ambassador, worth more than the life 
of Fawzi 'Abd-al-Malik Khalil? Does the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
not want to learn its lesson and take a position based on what recent history 
has taught it and take advantage of the pledge made by Husni Mubarak, who said 
that the return of the Egyptian ambassador to Israel would depend on the will 
of the Egyptian people and that he would do nothing against the will of the 
Egyptian people? The people want to find out and learn things, and they want 
the organizations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to implement the policy 
that has been set by their president! 


One last question: When Mr al-Shafi'i 'Abd-al-Hamid, the assistant minister 
of foreign affairs, made his recent visit to Tel Aviv, did he discuss this 
matter or not? 


9468 
CSO: 4504/173 


35 











EGYPT 


DEFENSE LAWYER IN AL-JIHAD TRIAL CLAIMS DEFENDANTS MISTREATED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 20 Dec 83 p 18 


[Article: "Excerpts from Fathi Radwan's Defense Statement in al-Jihad Trial" |] 


[Text] Al-Jihad case is being heard by the State Security Criminal Court with 
Judge 'Abd-al-Ghaffar Muhammad Ahmad presiding and judges, Jamal Fu'ad and 
Ibrahim Salamah, members. At the court session that was held on Wednesday, 14 
December, this is what Fathi Radwan had to say in his defense statement for Dr 
Salah Mayhub, professor at Cairo University's College of Sciences, and for Dr 
al-Zawahiri, a physician. 


"I hope the venerable justices of the court will allow me to address them as, 
'Your Honors, the Judges.' I hope the court will allow me to forego the distinc- 
tions between the presiding judge and the members of the tribunal in addressing 
them. To me there is no nobler work, no office greater and no duty more honorable 
than that of a judge, his name, his standing and his mission. 


"A judge is God's shadow on earth because God applied Himself to the administra- 
tion of justice among believers. It is judges who pronounce judgements on the 
affairs of the world among people. They are the instruments of God's judgment. 
Judges pronounce judgment, even though we may not like it or may try to change 
it. 


"Our people have been putting judges on a pedestal. The home of a judge is known 
to most people as the judge's house. They may even refer to the entire neighbor- 
hood where a judge's home is located as the judge's neighborhood. It is my 
destiny that I am to defend in front of your Justices two young men who could 
almost be brothers. Both men are educated; both are in the prime of life; and 
both wanted to serve their religion by advocating it, speaking well of it and 
recruiting followers. 


"All that has been attributed to the first of the two young men was that he had 
lent the late Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj the sum of 350 Egyptian pounds, or a 
sum equal to that amount. That loan was considered a contribution from Dr Salah 

to the criminal activity whose objective was to overthrow the regime and set up 

an Islamic state. It was alleged that the second young man had set up an organiza- 
tion in al-Ma'adi with a few of his colleagues. It was alleged that that organiza- 
tion cooperated with similar organizations that were trying to overthrow the 
regime. 
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"Both of these men have been tortured. Both have been whipped and beaten with 
canes. They've been suspended by their hands, and they were left outdoors in very 
cold weather without covers or clothing. As a result of all that they have scars 
and wounds. Some of these wounds have festered, and some of them are still suppu- 
rating. 


"IT have evidence that this illegal and unconstitutional torture did take place. 
Such torture violated everything that is considered inviolable, and it trans- 
gressed against every inherited tradition in our country or every established 
tradition elsewhere. This evidence that I speak of is rational evidence, which to 
me, is more conclusive than physical evidence. Some people are color-blind and 
may describe the color of a defendant's attire as red when it's blue. Rational 
evidence, however, does not make such mistakes. The evidence here is derived from 
a ruling by Egypt's Court of Cassation. The court decided that a defendant's con- 
fession is something that runs against the human instinct because a defendant who 
confesses to his crime knows beforehand that his confession will harm him and may 
lead to his death. Therefore, a defendant could not make such a confession unless 
he was subjected to severe material or emotional pressure. Therefore, such a con- 
fession may only be accepted with reservations and with caution until a judge is 
satisfied that the confession in front of him is untainted and that it was not 
forced out of the defendant against his wishes. 


"In our case--the case of my clients--both of them have denied the charges against 
them. Both of them strongly denied the charges against them again. But suddenly, 
they turned around and confessed to what they had been denying. They admitted to 
more than what they were charged with and testified against their colleagues, 
their friends and their loved ones providing details that investigators got tired 
of because they realized that anyone who would read the official report of the 
investigation would have doubts about the fact that such statements would come 
from a person in an ordinary state of mind. 


"This stream of confessions can only be explained by the fact that my client sud- 
denly lost his mind. Even if the confession were true, making it was not in the 
interests of my client. 


"The truth is that I am praying that God may lead the justices of the court to 
the truth in this case whose judicial proceedings are more flawed than those of 
any other case. The defendants are being tortured. The investigation is not 
taking place in court but rather in a police station without the presence of an 
attorney. You've heard a great deal about these flaws from colleagues and you 
heard about their effect on invalidating the investigation with all that that 
entails, including arrest and incarceration. I do not wish to repeat what was 
said, but I would like to ask the justices of the court to allow me to relate to 
them a personal experience I've had and an experience that many prominent poli- 
ticians have had so I can inform the court about the traditions of torture whose 
establishment is being sought. 


"We were being held in the receiving prison and then in the Turah Prison Farm 
Annex. We were denied every human right. We had no contact with the outside 

world. We did not see any of our relatives, and we knew nothing about what was 
going on with our work. We received no letters, not even after they were cen- 
sored. Some of us were sick and could not be examined by those physicians who 
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were takiing care of our treatment on the outside. The health of most of these 
sick prisoners deteriorated, and the authorities refused to allow a specialist to 
come into our prison. That was the blatant example [of tyranny] that refused to 
cover up for the authorities and let citizens know what was going on in the 
prisons, even for some people who were over 70. There were altogether 31 detainees 
and 4 of them died. The death rate, as you can see, was very high. The first one 
to die was the late engineer, 'Abd-al-—'Azim Abu al-'Ata. He had an incurable 
disease, and he badly needed a specialist to help him. He had his own specialist, 
but for weeks that specialist was not allowed to come to prison until Abu 
al-'Ata's condition got worse. When conditions changed a little bit after the 
death of the former president, the specialist came to prison and prescribed 
medication. But the medication did not come in time, and the man had a sudden 
heart attack. When the prison administration contacted the Department of Correc- 
tions--and that was on a Friday--it was advised to contact a specialist in 
al-Ma'adi Hospital, which is only a few minutes away. The specialist was willing 
to come to the prison right away, but the prison administration declined to call 
him until it got permission to do so from a higher authority. The man's heart 
attack got worse and he needed oxygen. It turned out that the prison's oxygen 
cylinder was empty. And while the search was on here and there for an oxygen 
cylinder, the isolated prisoner died after having served his country for more 
than 30 years. 'Abd-al'Azim Abu al-'Ata had served his country ever since he was 
a student in the College of Engineering when he led his fellow students in politi- 
cal activity. There was nothing for his fellow prisoners to do but mourn for him. 
They chanted, 'God is great' and 'There is no God but Allah' as they bid him 
farewell. 


"Right after we were released, three of his colleagues passed away. They are the 
late 'Abd-al—-Fattah Hasan, the late Mahmud al-Qadi and the late 'Abd-al-'Aziz 
al-Shurbaji. 


"Having been denied visits from their families and relatives, the prisoners expec- 
ted district attorneys to visit them in prison, not to do them a favor and not as 
a matter of courtesy, but because it was their duty as stipulated in the Criminal 
Code. Inspection of prisons is one of the functions of the public prosecution. 

But that duty was forgotten at that time, perhaps because the prisoners who were 
being held in this remote annex had sperzi their lives working for the country. 
Their hair had turned grey rendering services to their country. The detention 
ended after months with none of the detainees having seen a single member of the 
prosecutor's office despite calls for help. 


"For what crime were these people arrested? They were arrested for what was in 
those days called a political investigation, a kind of investigation that is un- 
heard of in the laws of the East or the West, or in the laws of past or modern 
times. 


"When you hear the defendants in al-Jihad case complain of torture, do not be 
Surprised by that complaint. Believe it. For some years now such torture, over- 
looking it and trying to cover it up have become traditional in our country. Now, 
however, one is allowed to record the effects of such torture in official inves- 
tigation reports. For peace of mind, defendants are now being beaten after being 
blindfolded so they would not be able to know those who violated the inviolable 
rules and tortured them with impunity. But God knows who they are. 
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"Your Honors, I would like to assure you that the case you have in front of you 
is merely a reflection of this universal unrest that has enveloped our region 
from east to west and from north to south. If hundreds and perhaps thousands of 
such cases befall cities of the Arab world, and if the Grim Reaper snatches 
people away in their sleep, while they walk, or while they are unsettled in their 
lives, all this is exclusively attributable to the fact that the West believes 
that Muslims are becoming vital persons who are shedding off the appearance of 
weakness and languor, warding off harm and going back to their splendid produc- 
tion and their great search for civilization. 


"The colonialist West has been alarmed ever since the Iranian Revolution, and 
perhaps before that revolution. Westerners have exclaimed, 'Beware of the Islamic 
Revolution! Beware of the Islamic tide! Beware of the Islamic awakeniny!' Yes, 
they did cry out to each other that the Muslims were coming. They wrote that in 
their books and newspapers. They spoke about it in their clubs and gatherings. 
The universal destruction that you see is nothing but a reaction to this alarm. 


"Such alarm produces several cases such as al-Jihad case which is before you. 

Do not see it as a local product unparalleled in the world around us. When the 
relationship between this case and what is now happening in Lebanon and around it 
is clear to you, the secrets of this case will become clear to you too. And this 
case has many secrets. 


"May God grant you success. May lle guide your steps. May His truth come out in 
what you say and in your verdict. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/189 


39 











EGYPT 


CONFERENCE DISCUSSES EXPATRIATE WORKERS 


Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 29 Jan 84 p 9 


[Article by Husayn (Shahbun): "Important Studies and Reports to be Presented 
to the Conference Dealing with Regulating the Exodus of the Egyptian Labor 
Force to Other Countries, and the Matter of Giving Banks the Right to Set 
Exchange Rates for Foreign Currencies" ] 


[Text] Lists of development projects and government bonds 
which would give those having them the right to own a 
residence or a plot of land. 


Today Albert Barsum Salamah, minister of state for emigration and Egyptians 
abroad affairs, inaugurates the conference dealing with regulating the 

exodus of the Egyptian labor force to other countries. This conference is 
being organized by the Federation of Administrative Development Associations 
in cooperation with the Central Agency for Regulation and Administration. 

The conference is being attended by Sa'd Muhammad Ahmad, minister of manpower, 
as well as by ‘Adil ‘Abd-al-Baqi, minister of administrative development, and 
is being chaired by Dr Hasan Tawfiq, head of the Central Agency for Regulation 
and Administration. The organizations participating in the conference are 
various ministries, local government bodies, public commissions, universities, 
research centers, trade unions, the General Workers' Federation, the Police 
Academy, the armed forces, special national councils, the People's Assembly, 
and the Advisory Council. This conference will be held for a period of 2 days, 
and during that time work sessions will be held and there will be discussions 
concerning 32 working papers dealing with matters relating to the exodus of 
the Egyptian labor force to other countries and the various consequences of 
this phenomenon. 


Dr Siddiq Muhammad 'Afifi, dean of the School of Commerce in Shabin al-Kum 

and the conference reporter, stated that the most important purposes of the 
conference are to discuss, study, and analyze the dimensions of the issue of 
the exodus of the Egyptian labor force to other countries and the economic and 
social consequences thereof, and to analyze the cost and economic benefit of 
allowing the Egyptian labor force to go to other countries and the consequences 
of this movement of the labor force for the economic and social conditions 

in Egypt as well as the future of development in the Arab nations which import 
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the labor force. Dr ‘Abd-al-Hamid Bahjat Fayid, dean of the School of 
Commerce in Sawhaj, said that the most important topics which the conference 
will be discussing will be those relating to the exodus of [Egyptian] experts 
and scientists to other countries as well as the economic and social benefit 
of this phenomenon, the savings of the workers who are abroad and how they 
are invested, social insurance for these workers, training requirements 
necessary for dealing with the requirements of the labor force which goes 
abroad and for dealing with the problem that will arise when these workers 
return home, principles for regulating loans for employees in the government 
administrative apparatus, and efforts that need to be made in order to 
increase the government's sponsorship of the Egyptian workers abroad. 


One of the most important studies presented to the conference is the one by 
Janette Butrus, an expert in the Ministry of Finance, dealing with the 
economic and social consequences of the exodus of Egyptian agricultural 
workers to other Arab nations. This study explains the changes which have 
taken place in social values as a result of this, and the most important of 
these social values is the one relating to doing agricultural work for cash 
wages. 


The study presented by the General Capital Market Authority concerns the 
savings of Egyptian workers abroad and how they are invested. This study 
tells us that, in 1982-83, Egyptian workers abroad had a total of 
2,726,400,000 Egyptian pounds worth of savings deposited in banks operating 
in Egypt, whereas their total savings invested in banks outside Egypt amounted 
to 667.6 million Egyptian pounds--as compared with the 1975 figure of 122.7 
million Egyptian pounds of savings deposited in Egyptian banks and about 236 
million Egyptian pounds invested in banks outside Egypt. The study shows 
that there has been a steady increase in the total volume of the savings of 
Egyptian expatriate workers and that, in the years 1981 and 1982, a large 
portion of the savings was invested abroad. The paper says that this 
phenomenon is something which needs to be studied and that efforts must be 
made to attract these savings. Furthermore, the study says that the great 
increase in the volume of deposits gives an indication of the potential for 
attracting such savings if appropriate opportunities are made available for 
investment in Egypt. 


One proposal dealt with by the study was the one which says that it is 
necessary to consider issuing government bonds which would help to revive 
the securities exchange and would provide the government with an opportunity 
to either finance the deficit of the public budgets, or take out a loan from 
the banking system, or expand the issue of money via real savings. These 
bonds could, after a certain period of time, guarantee their bearers the 
ownership of a housing unit or a plot of land suitable for construction or 
agriculture. The study also proposes that there be interest in expanding the 
activities of the banking apparatus in accordance with the partnership 
system in order to deal with the growing desire on the part of investors [to 
utilize this system]--and this is due to the growth of the Islamic religious 
revival. The increase in the deposits in the Islamic banks is an indicator 
which confirms the existence of this phenomenon. The study also proposes 
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endeavoring to establish a national policy which would have the objective of 
encouraging the export of the labor force as a source of foreign currency and 
making it compulsory for some production units to train a certain number of 
workers every year in order to fill the gap left by the exodus of workers to 
other countries. In addition to this, the study proposes controlling imports 
without currency conversion in order to decrease the demand for luxury and 
other goods which compete with locally-produced goods. Furthermore, the 
study suggests formulating tax policies which would guarantee limiting land 
and real estate speculation--through the imposition of taxes on capital gains 
arising from dealing in land and real estate. The study says that this would 
result in this money being invested in other areas. 


Another study was submitted by the Egyptian Workers' Trade Union Federation, 
and it concerns the social and economic consequences of the exodus of the 
Egyptian labor force to other countries. It deals with the fact that a large 
part of the savings of the expatriate Egyptian workers is channeled into the 
foreign currency black market and falls into the hands of middlemen, both 
inside and outside Egypt. The study also deals with the increase in the 
inclination of the expatriate workers to buy consumer goods, their orientation 
toward consumption, and their abnormally high demand for luxury goods. The 
study makes some proposals for dealing with the negative economic and social 
phenomena which have arisen due to the exodus of the labor force. They 
include, for example, encouraging the workers to participate in national 
projects, and [the study says that this can be facilitated by means of] 
preparing comprehensive information dealing with the development requirements 
of Egypt. The study says that the appeal to have this done and the implemén- 
tation should be carried out by organizations which enjoy the confidence of 
the investors--in order to provide reassurance concerning the feasibility 
studies and the seriousness of the projects. The study goes on to say that 

a definite policy should be formulated concerning the importation of parti- 
cular types of goods and that high customs fees should he put on consumer 
goods that are imported from abroad by Egyptian citizens--including durable 
goods. The study also proposes that good-quality imported counterparts of 
the goods mentioned above should be available in the free markets at 
appropriate prices and with certain customs advantages, but added that 
concern should continue to be shown for improving the quality of the 
locally-produced counterparts. The study also demanded that each expatriate 
worker be required to remit a certain percentage [of his pay] through legal 
channels to Egypt. 


Another study was submitted by 'Abd-al-Halim Habib, director general of the 
Central Agency for Regulation and Administration, concerning the exodus of 
Egyptian workers to other countries and the effect of this exodus on develop- 
ment in Egypt. This study presents some proposals which have the objective 

of dealing with the negative phenomena which limit the participation of the 
remittances of the expatriate Egyptian workers in the financing of development 
activity. One of these proposals involves providing opportunities for the 
commercial banks to no longer be bound by the foreign currency exchange rates 
set by the Central Bank of Egypt. This would mean that the banks would become 
legitimate channels for attracting and converting savings. Another suggestion 
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by the study is that efforts be made to achieve stability with regard to 
economic and administrative decisions and that internal investment opportuni- 
ties be created on the national level. It was proposed that this could be 
accomplished by the Ministry of Investment. The study also proposed reviewing 
the privileges granted to holders of foreign currencies in the realms of 
housing, automobiles, and durable goods which are sold in hard currencies. 
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EGYPT 


CALL FOR RELEASE OF COPTIC PATRIARCH 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 3 Jan 84 p 20 


[Article by Muhammad 'Abd-al-Quddus: "A Religious Me;nber of the Opposition Calls 
for the Release of Archbishop Shanudah"' | 


[Text] In a few days, in accordance with the Coptic calendar, Copts in Eyypt 
will celebrate the birth of Christ, may peace be with him. On this happy occasion 
I would like to declare my support for the need to release Archbishop Shenouda 
Ill. 


It may seem strange for a devout Muslim to support the release of Archbishop 
Shenouda particularly if that Muslim had opposed Archbishop Shenouda before be- 
cause of his negative position on the application of Islamic law. This strange- 
ness soon disappears, however, when we learn the reasons that impel me to do this. 


1. Releasing Archbishop Shanudah would be an action to uphold stability. It was 
not curious for 'Umar al-Tilmisani, a Muslim Brothers leader, to declare that he 
was prepared to stand on the highest minaret in Cairo and call for the release of 
Archbishop Shanudah if that would lead to stability in Egypt and enhance security 
in the country. 


3. The Islamic Movement is concerned about its relationship with Egypt's Copts. 
I believe that one of the components of that concern is the need to stand beside 
them in all their rightful demands among which is the release of their leader, 
Archbishop Shanudah. 


3. Islamic law which I advocate and which every devout Muslim advocates is based 
on justice. It is neither just, nor is there any justice in continuing to hold a 
person in custody, whether he is a Muslim or a Christian, youny or old, rich or 
poor, without confronting him with specific charges. [This principle holds even 
more true}, and the matter becomes especially important when the prisoner is the 
leader of the Copts. 


4. Archbishop Shanudah's arrest did not serve the interests of Islam. Evidence of 
this lies in the fact that leaders of the Islamic Movement and of all other 
national movements were arrested on that same fateful night in September 1981. 
Archbishop Shanudah's arrest served the interests of dictatorship, tyranny and 
terror. The people of Egypt, Muslims and Copts, must stand as one rank and as an 








. 


for the Islamic mavazine: 
’ 


impregnable barrier to defend freedom. As I call 
for publication of 


AL-DA'WAIHL and AL-L'TISAM, to resume publication, I also call 
the Christian newspaper, WATANI, to be resumed. As I call for all restrictions 
imposed on Muslim clersymen who were arrested in September 1981 to be lifted, 


also call] for the release of Archbishop Shanudah. 


] 


i 
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EGYPT 


CANADIAN GRANT TO DEVELOP LAND, AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES RECEIVED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 29 Jan 84 p 9 


[Article by Hasan Salumah: "$35 Million from Canada to Egypt for the Develop- 
ment of Resources Totalling 80,000 Feddans in Dikirnis and Minyat al-Nasr"] 


[Text] Egypt has received from the Canadian government a grant totalling 

$35 million to be utilized for the implementation of an integrated project 
involving the development of land resources over a total area of 80,000 
feddans in the districts of Dikirnis and Minyat al-Nasr in the governorate 

of al-Daqahliyah. Yesterday Dr Yusuf Wali, minister of agriculture and 

food security, held talks with Dr Ibrahim ‘Antar, director of the Institute 
for Land and Water Research, the members of a delegation sent by the Canadian 
Agricultural Development Agency which arrived in Cairo a few days ago, and 
the Canadian ambassador to Egypt. The subject of their talks was the 
implementation steps of the project. Dr Wali requested that Dr ‘Antar and 
the Canadian team begin the implementation and immediately formulate a 
program for this purpose. He mentioned the importance of Egyptian-Canadian 
agricultural cooperation as it applies to the realms of improving the lands, 
irrigation, and drainage in these two districts. He went on to say that the 
government of the [National Democratic] Party is devoting a lot of attention 
to this area since it represents the point of departure for the integrated 
agricultural development to be achieved in al-Daqahliyah and its neighboring 
governorates. Dr ‘Antar stated that the total amount of this grant would be 
utilized in the operations of improving the lands, controlling irrigation, and 
improving agricultural drainage in the area. In addition to this, the most 
up-to-date technology will be utilized in the operations of [land] improve- 
ment, irrigation, drainage, and application of fertilizers, and it will be 
utilized in the complete agricultural cycle. Consideration will also be 
given to exploiting the potential of mechanization projects in this area in 
order that this provide a new impetus in the realm of increasing agricultural 
production. The minister of agriculture gave his instructions that the 
Canadian team reside together with the experts from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and their colleagues in the Ministry of Irrigation in the governorate 
of al-Daqahliyah for a period of 1 month in order for them to establish the 
time-tables for the practical implementation of the projects involved. He 
felt that this is particularly apropos since this location is adjacent to the 
al-Salam drainage canal which will be utilizing drainage waters from the 
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eastern Delta area (al-Sarw, Hadus, and Bahr al-Baqar), after they are blended 
with water from the Damietta branch of the Nile, to irrigate 250,000 feddans 
of land in the new expansion areas in the eastern Delta area and the Sinai 
across the Suez Canal. In addition to this, Eng Tawfiq (Kararah), governor 

of al-Daqahliyah, after his meeting with Dr 'Antar and the members of the 
Canadian team, decided to put all of the government bodies of his governorate 
at the disposal of the project's work group. 
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MOROCCO 


COMPOSITION OF NEW GOVERNMENT ANALYZED 
Casablanca LAMALIF in French No 152, Jan-Feb 84 pp 18-22 
[Article by Liarboui Brahim] 


'Text ] The announcement on 30 November 1983 of the appointment of the new 
government awaited since 5 November when, in a speech to the nation, the King 
announced the resignation of the Bouabid Government calls for a few comments 
of a political, technical and sociological nature. 


The New Government: Change or Continuity 


The government which has just been appointed is the 19th since independence 
(see Table 1). Based on the number of positions it includes, it is the largest 
government Morocco has had since 1955. With its 39 members, including 8 
ministers of state, 26 ministers and 4 secretaries of state, it is larger than 
the 18th Government (of 5 November 1981) which had 32 and the 15th Government 
(of 25 April 1974) which had 30.! 


Ministers of State to Sanctify National Unity 


According to the royal speech, the new government will be a government of 

national unity. Thus, we are witnessing the participation of the leaders of 

six political parties (Istiqlal, USFP [Socialist Union of Popular Forces], 

MP [Popular Movement], RNI [National Rally of Independents], PND [National 
Democratic Party], UC [Constitutional Union]) as ministers of state, constituting 
a political administration, and as full ministers, not in the technical sense 

of the term (as ministers without portfolio they have no departments to administer), 
but purely in the political sense. It is a matter of bringing the contributions 
of the political groups they represent to bear on the success of this government's 
two essential tasks; in other words, the organization of legislative elections 

and the referendum in the Sahara--if there is a referendum--while also partici- 
pating in the drafting of the new finance law. 
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A Prime Minister to Guarantee National Unity 


As for Mr Karim Lamrani, he is occupying the position of prime minister for the 
third time: his entry into the government dates from 11 August 1971 as prime 
minister of the 12th Government; in April 1972, he succeeded himself as head 

of the 13th Government. However, these two terms lasted only about 15 months, 

or an average of approximately 7 and 1|2 months, and if one takes into consider- 
ation the fact that his current government is only a transition government to 
prepare for the next legislature which will in all probability begin next spring, 
it is highly likely that the current team will not exceed (or even reach) this 
average term of 7 and 1!2 months. 


However, while Mr Lamrani's first two governments were formed in periods of 
grave political crisis and tension between the administration and the political 
parties¢, the current government is arriving at a time when relations between 
the administration and the parties actually are passing through a better phase. 


And, although in 1971 and 1972 Mr Lamrani was selected for his lack of political 
affiliation, in 1983 he was chosen for the same reason, but in a totally 
different context. In 1971-72, he was recruited because there was a void-- 

the parties had declined the requests addressed to them and called for a new 
constitution drafted by a constituent assembly as well as a more authentic 
democracy. In 1983, Mr Lamrani is here to guarantee the neutrality of the 
administration during electoral operations and to separate the various parties 
who this time are engaged fully in the struggle for the democracy and are 
disputing seats in Parliament and, consequently, positions in the government. 


Stability or Immobility 


Only two individuals are entering the government for the first time, Messrs 
Radi and Zahidi, while in the 18th Government formed on 5 November 1981, there 
were 12 new members.’ This indicates a sort of stability concealing some 
immobility. 


Immobility, because this government's turnover rate is very low. Of the 32 
seats comprising the 18th Government, there has been no change in 27. The 
only changes were due to positions left vacant by party leaders becoming 
ministers of state. 


Thus, Mr Lamrani has succeeded Mr Bouabid as president of the Cabinet. At the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr Belkeziz has succeeded Mr Boucetta. At the 
Ministry of Cooperation, Mr Radi has succeeded Mr Aherdane. At the Ministry 
of Employment, Mr Zahidi has succeeded Mr El Jadidi. 


Let us add to this the Ministry of Information, vacated by Mr Belkeziz's 
departure and now filled by Mr Abdellatif Filali. 
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Table 1. Governments Formed From Independence Through 1983 
Number 

Government Date Prime Minister of Members 
lst Government 7 December 1955 Bekkai Ben M'Barek Lahbil 19 members 
2nd Government 28 October 1956 Bekkai Ben M'Barek Lahbil 13 members 
3rd Government 12 May 1958 Ahmed Balafrej 10 members 
4th Government 24 December 1958 Abdallah Ibrahim 1] members 
5th Government 27 May 1960 Mohamed V 15 members 
6th Government 4 March 1961 Hassan |] 12 members 
7th Government 2 June 1961 Hassan [I 17 members 
8th Government 5 January 1963 Hassan II 12 members 
9th Government 13 November 1963 Ahmed Bahnini 13 members 
10th Government 8 June 1965 Hassan [1 23 members 
llth Government 11 November 1967 Mohamed Benhima 26 members 
12th Government 11 August 1971 Mohamed Karim Lamrani 19 members 
13th Government 13 April 1972 Mohamed Karim Lamrani 24 members 
14th Government 20 November 1972 Ahmed Osman 23 members 
15th Government 25 April 1974 Ahmed Osman 30 members 
l6th Government 10 October 1977 Ahmed Osman 31 members 
17th Government 27 March 1979 Maati Bouabid 29 members 
18th Government 5 November 1981 Maati Bouabid 32 members 
19th Government 30 November 1983 Mohamed Karim Lamrani 39 members 


(1) Ahmed Laraki was appointed Prime Minister on 19 January 1970, but this 
change was not considered a change in government by the Parliament's 
General Secretariat. 


ces 


Sour 


(1) 


(2) 
(3) 


"Le Gouvernement de l'independance a 1975" [The Government from Independence 


through 1975], printed by the General Secretariat of the Parliament, 
Legislative Department. 


LE MATIN DU SAHARA, 


11 October 1977, 


7 November 1981, 


MAGHREB-—MACHREK, Number 84 of June 1979. 


50 


1 December 1983. 











As the number of changes is very limited, this is indeed only a very slight 
reshuffling while awaiting a more significant redistribution of government posts 
in light of the results of the next elections. No one has lost his post, so 
there is no one leaving the government; while in 1981, 7 ministers left the 
government. In other words, nothing is clearcut yet and the current government 
is only a disparate team of which it is difficult to say that it has a homo- 
genous political program. 


No new ministry has been established; while in 1981, four new departments were 
created.4 On the other hand, in 1981 two ministries were merged into others 
and two posts were eliminated.© In 1982, the only change at this level which 
should be reported is the promotion of the Secretariat of State for Youth and 
Sports to the level of a ministry. 


Thus, continuity prevails over change as far as ministries are concerned as 
well as ministers. 


The distribution of government seats among political groups has not shown much 
change. Aside from the inclusion of the USFP, which is the only real original 
feature of the present formation, the political blance remains almost the same. 


The Neutrals lead with 16 posts, followed by the Istigqlal with 8, then the 
Popular Movement and the PND with 4 each, the RNI with 3 and the USFP and the 
UC with 2 each.’ 


Again, it is a government of continuity. With the exception of the participation 
of the USFP and the appointment of a Neutral to the post of prime minister, 
there has been practically no change. 


Youth or Gerontocracy 


To continue, what observations can we make on the sociological characteristics 
of the members of the government. 


-Age 


As shown in Table 2, the members of the government can be divided into four 
sectors: the first including ministers born between 1910 and 1919, the second 
including ministers born between 1920 and 1929, the third including ministers 
born between 1930 and 1939 and the fourth including ministers born between 
1940 and 1949, 


Five ministers belong to the first group which includes those between the ages 
of 64 and 73. Eleven ministers belong to the second group, composed of members 
between the ages of 54 and 63. Thirteen ministers belong to the third group, 
which includes those between the ages of 44 and 53. Seven ministers belong to 
the fourth group, which includes members between the ages of 34 and 43. 
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Table 2. 
Date 
and Place 
Name of Birth 
Mr Karim Lamrani 1919 
Fez 
Mr Ahmed Osman 1930 
Ou jda 
Mr Maati Bouabid 1927 
Casablanca 
Mr Abderrahim Bouabid 1920 
Sale 
Haj M'Hamed Bahnini 1914 
Fez 
Mr M'Hamed Boucetta 1925 
Marrakesh 
Mr Mahjoubi Aherdane 1924 
Ouimes 
Moulay Ahmed Alaoui 1919 
Fez 
Mr Mohamed Arsalane 1926 
El Jadidi El Jadida 
Mr Mustapha Belarbi 1923 
Alaoui Fez 
Mr Driss Basri 1938 
Mr Abdelouahed Belkeziz 1939 
Marrakesh 
Mr Abdellatif Filali 1928 
Fez 
Mr Hachemi Filali 1912 
Fez 
Mr Mthamed Douiri 1926 
Fez 
Mr Azzedine Laraki 1939 
Fez 
Mr Taeb Bencheikh 1938 
Zoumi 
(Kenitra) 
Mr Abdellatif Jouahri 
Mr Azedine Guessous 1941 
Fez 


Level of 
Education 





Secondary 


DES [Advanced 
Studies Diploma } 
Law 


Summary of the Government as of 30 November 1983 


Number of 








Political Governments 
Affiliation Served in 
Neutral 3 
RNI [National 4 
Rally of 

Independents | 


DES - Law UC [Constitutional 3 
Union } 

DES - Law USFP [Socialist 5 
Union of Popular 
Forces | 

BA -— Law Neutral 14 

BA - Literature 

BA - Law Istiqlal 7 
Popular Movement 6 

Advanced level RNI 10 

Secondary level PND [National 3 
Democratic Party | 

Certificate Neutral ] 

from Institute of 

High Studies 

DES - Law Neutral 4 

Doctorate in Law’ Neutral 2 

Doctorate in Law Neutral 2 

Karaouiyine Istigqlal 1 

[University | 

Engineering Istiqlal 4 

Diploma (polytechnical 

school ) 

Doctorate - Istiqlal 3 

Medicine 

DES - Economics RNI 5 
Neutral 2 

Diploma - Advanced Neutral 3 


Business Studies 
(commerce ) 











Mr Abbes El Fassi 1940 BA - Law Istiqlal a 


Berkane 
Mr Mansouri Benali 1944 Diploma - ISCAE Neutral 3 
Nador (commerce ) 
Mr Moussa Saadi 1937 Diploma - ENSG PND 4 
Oujda [National Higher 
Institute of Geology } 
Mr Rahal Rahali 1934 Doctorate — Medicine Popular 3 
Ikrit Movement 
(Meknes) 
1921 Diploma - Lyon Neutral ] 
Fez Central School 
Mr Bensalem Kaissi 1926 RBA-Law, BA-Literature Neutral 7 
Mr Saad Belbachir 1935 Doctor of Law Istiqlal 3 
Fez 
Mr M'fadel Lahlou 1939 BA - Law Neutral l 
El Jadida 
Mr Mohammed Kabba j 1946 Diploma - Neutral l 
Polytechnical school 
Mr Abdelkrim Ghallab 1919 Karaouiyine - School Istiglal l 
Fez of Literature 
Mr Mohamed Laensar 1942 Advanced level Popular l 
Imouzzer Movement 
Marmoucha 
Mr Othmane Demnati 1936 Steelmaking Neutral 1 
Taroudant 
Mr Ahmed Belhaj 1928 Doctor of Law PND l 
Mr Abdellatif Semlali Law UC [Constitutional 1 
Union ] 
Mr Abdelouahed Radi 1935 Doctorate - USFP 
Sale Sociology 
Mr Zine Znidi 1935 Engineering Diploma Neutral 
Marrakesh INSIAA 
Mr Abdelhaq Tazi 1932 Engineering Diploma Istiqlal 5 
Fez Agronomics 
Mr Khali Hanna Ouid 1948 Engineering Diploma PND 4 
Rachid 
Mr Mohamed Tougani 1940 DBS- Law Popular Movement l 
Ouaouizeght 
(Azilal) 
Mr Abdeliatif Hajjaji Neutral ] 
SOURCES 


MAROC MAGAZINE, Number 174 of 1-7 April 1979. 

LE MATIN DU SAHARA, 1-2 and 3 December 1983. 

LE MATIN DU SAHARA, 7 November 1981. 

LE MESSAGE DE LA NATION, Number 16 of 9 December 1983. 
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Thus, 12.8 percent of the 36 members of the government are elderly and are 
over the age ot 60; 28.2 percent are over 50; 33.3 percent, or one third of 
the government, are middle-aged (over 40) and 17.9 percent can be considered 


young (over 30). 


However, it must be noted that political age does not correspond to biological 
age, as political maturity is a concept which is very difficult to define since 
it is subject to ideological considerations. 


Nevertheless, the fact remains that the government is inclining toward geron- 
tocracy: 16 of its members are over 55; the oldest member is Mr Hachemi Filali, 
at the age of 71; the second oldest is Mr Haj M'Hamed Bahnini, at the age of 69. 
The youngest members are Messrs Khali Hanne Ould Rachid at 35 years and Mohamed 
Kabbaj at 37. Thus, we can note that the youth which constitute more than 60 


percent of the population in Morocco are underrepresented in the government. 
Regional Distribution 


Based on place of birth’, of the 32 members of the government for whom we have 
data indicating city of birth, 13 were born in Fez, 3 in Marrakesh, 2 in Sale, 
2 in Oujda and 2 in El Jadida. 


Twenty-seven of the 32 were born in metropolitan areas, and only 5 can be 
considered to be from the country. 


There are therefore three comments to be made. The first is the predominance 
of the urban elite (natives of Fez, especially) in the ruling class, a 
phenomenon which has been perpetuated since independence. 


The second is the underrepresentation of the rural world which does not send 
enough officials to the government. This is the opposite of the sociological 
reality of a country where the majority of the inhabitants live in the country. 


The third comment is in regard to the regional imbalance. Seventeen of 33 posts 
are occupied by representatives of the central area (Fez, Meknes, Moyen Atlas), 
7 by representatives from the West (Sale, Kenitra, Casablanca, Settat, El 
Jadida), 4 by representatives from the South (Marrakesh, Taroudant, Sahara), 

3 by representatives from the East (Oujda, Berkane) and | by a representative 
from the North (Nador). The central area is thus overrepresented in comparison 
to all the other regions, while some regions are not represented at all: 
Ouarzazate, Tangiers, Tetouan, Agadir, Essaouira. This imbalance must be 
pointed out and stressed, especially when one considers the regionalist spirit 
that prevails among some of our leaders. 


Education and Level of Study 
In regard to education, most government members are products of the modern 


education system; only 1 out of 35 was educated in the Karaouiyine manner, 
while the other 34 were educated under the modern system. 
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Of these 34, 32 completed the advanced level and 2 the secondary level. Of 

the 32 who completed the advanced level, 16 studied law, 6 are engineers, 2 
studied medicine, 2 studied commerce, 2 studied literature, 1 studied economics, 
1 studied mathematics and 1 is a graduate of the ENAP [National Public 
Administration School |. 


Thus, we are witnessing the gradual disappearance of the former elite, 
traditionally Karaouiyine-educated, whose leader was Allal El Fassi. 


On the other hand, the government is dominated by graduates of law schools, 
followed by graduates of more technical programs. 


As for the ENAP, although it was intended to educate officials for the 
government (at all levels), it does not yet play a big role in the education 
of the government elite. However, it is bound to play a more substantial role 
over the next few years since its graduates are currently to be found through- 
out the government at very high levels. It is therefore to be expected that 
they will arrive at the parliamentary level in the years to come. 


Number of Terms 


In regard to the number of terms served by government members, we can report 
that, based on number of terms, the ranking member of the current government 
is Mr Bahnini, who has participated in 14 out of 19 governments. He is now 
serving for the 15th time. The second-ranking member is Mr Ahmed Alaoui who 
has served 10 times, followed by Messrs Boucetta and A. Kaissi, 7 times. 


To extrapolate, 13 ministers have served between 4 and 14 times; li ministers, 
between 2 and 3 times; 13 ministers have served once and 2 ministers have not 
served in a previous government. 


We can thus report that there is a certain amount of ossification in Morocco's 
governments. New names appear each Lime, but the fact remains that in a 39- 
member-government, 13 ministers have served more than 3 times (not including 
their participation in the current government), not to mention members who 

are moreorless permanent fixtures. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. The increase in the number of posts is due to the inclusion of six ministers 
of state. 


2. cf. North African Year Book 1971 and 1972. 
3. Including 9 ministers and 3 secretaries of state. 
4. They are: the Ministry of Ocean Fisheries, established on 8 April 1981; 


the minister delegate for economic affairs in the prime minister's office, 
appointed on 5 May 1981; the Ministry of Cooperation. 
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5. They were: The Ministry of Tourism, merged with the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, and the Ministry of Youth and Sports, merged with the Ministry 
of Information. 


6. They were: the minister of administrative affairs and the secretary of 
state for higher education. 


7. In regard to the political affiliations of government members, cf. LE 
MESSAGE DE LA NATION, number 16, 9 December 1983. 


8. See the biographies of government members in LE MATIN DU SAHARA, 2 and 3 
December 1983. 


9. The criterion of place of birth is obviously insufficient to indicate the 
origins of the Moroccan government elite, but in the absence of other data, 
we are limited to this evidence although aware of its great relativity. 


10. This is Mr Hachemi Filali. Mr Ghallab also attended Karaouiyine, but 
completed his education in Cairo in the faculty of letters. 
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MOROCCO 


ENERGY PRODUCTION, PRICE PROSPECTS FOR 1984 ANALYZED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 42, 28 Jan 84 pp 37-38 


(Article by Abu Bakr al-Siddiq al-Sharif: "Prospects for 1984: Predictions Vary 
as Major Surge in Phosphates Is About To Take Place; Setting the Right Course 
for Energy Consumption Is the Only Way To Avoid the Complication of a Price 


Increase" | 


[Text] Studies by Moroccan economic agencies dealt with the relief that Morocco 
is hoping to achieve during the new year after the harsh regimen that was imposed 
on it by the 1983 economy. Information mentioned in this regard indicates that 
while industrial countries--with the exception of France--are announcing that an 
economic revival this year is a matter of certainty, predictions for the Moroccan 
economy are different. 


The Moroccan journal, NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK REPORT stated on this 
occasion that the sum total of positive factors for the Moroccan economy makes it 
likely that an improvement in the negative balance of trade would be predicated 
upon the rainfall. That may lead to [a reduction in] foreign indebtedness, and 
it may give people concerned with this matter an opportunity to resume produc- 
tion and investment. The same journal thinks that activity tactors which have a 
stronger effect on the rate of growth than other factors do are still ina state 
of disarray. The dollar is continuing to rise, and phosphates, considered one of 
the most important components of Morocco's foreign economy, have turned into a 
fond memory. Price instability is an objective fact; the economic effect of tax 
pressures is imminent; prices for exported Moroccan materials are floating; and 
Morocco's present and future relations with the European Common Market are 
unclear. The journal, as well as numerous other circles, state that in yveneral 
these are the problems that are urgently presenting themselves to the interim 
government. 


Regarding the strength of the dollar, these circles think that Moroc: » has to 
endure the consequences of a high dollar price since major western ct crencies 
yielded to this rise. It may be that Saudi Arabia's devaluation of t!»> riyal is 
clear evidence that all chances for escaping the difficulties imposea by the rise 
of the dollar in developing countries are shrinking. The same circles believe 
that as a consequence of this soaring rise in the dollar, prices for primary 
materials, furnishings and interest paid on foreign loans will fall. These 
circles expect the bill for imported oil to rise to 7.5 billion dirhams in 1984, 
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and they think thet direct and indirect taxes have reached a point beyond which 
Organizations and individuals cannot go. With regard to the possibility of 
repairing the economic ceiling by stimulating the agricultural sector, which was 
revitalized by the rainfall, these circles are apprehensive about the record of 
the European Common Market. Although they wish to keep doors open, these circles 
fear that that wish may turn into action forcing competitors for Moroccan goods 
in the countries of Europe's Common Market to attempt to undercut Moroccan 
exports, particularly since they enjoy conditions and resources that make the 
competition unequal. 


Based on what has been previously mentioned, these circles concluded that 
Moroccan trade had to be structured so that 1984 could be the year for making 
initiatives to repair the economic ceiling to a level that would accommodate 
possible initiatives on the domestic economy. The same circles state that in 1984 
more of the bread consumed in Morocco will be produced from grain grown in 
Morocco. This in itself is significant; it is significant for an economy that has 
experienced the woes of a drought for 3 consecutive years. The circles conclude 
their commentary by saying that the rest is a matter of what can realistically be 
envisioned, or it is a matter for political decisions. 


Numerous questions are being raised about phosphates and what that substance rep- 
resents to the economy; these questions are based on current conditions. It is 
believed that demand dwindled in comparison with a growing supply. Al-Sharif 
Office for Phosphates, in its capacity as the Moroccan firm that was charged by 
the Moroccan government before and after independence with the task of producing 
and marketing this substance, seems also to be beset by the same questions. That 
firm recently issued a report on its 1983 production and marketing efforts and on 
future prospects it hopes to attain during the current year. 


Although the report overstated its case about difficult international economic 
conditions, it did not mince words in its expression of relief over the figuie 
which it called a record figure for the sale of phosphates during the past year. 
Phosphate sales for 1983 exceeded the record figure for 1981. The report stated 
that proceeds from the production of phosphoric acid and fertilizers were good. 


The firm thinks that results achieved in this regard--the production of phos- 
phoric acid and fertilizers--have confirmed the remarkable position of Moroccan 
phosphates in the world market. 


According to the report the rate of production for 1983 amounted to 21,416,000 
tons. The volume of sales amounted to 20,171,000 tons. Of this amount 14,646,000 
tons were exported, and local Moroccan industry consumed 5,525,000 tons. Accor- 
ding to the report, the rate of exports for 1982 rose 4.8 percent, and local 
sales rose 33.5 percent. Total sales, however, rose at a rate of 12.5 percent. 


According to the same source, positive results were achieved in the production of 
phosphate by-products, and that has strengthened this substance which constitutes 
a principal choice for the organization. In this regard the report states that 
Chemical Laboratories of Morocco and Phosphorus of Morocco realized the following 
production results: 


--Sulphuric acid, 3,756,773 tons. 
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--Sulphuric acid, 1,234,206 tons. 

--Other by-products, 1,041,536 tons. 

The following results were achieved in the area of exports: 
--Phosphoric acid, 1,581,000 tons: an increase of 30.7 percent. 
--Other by-products, 802,000 tons. 


In the field of energy Moroccans were surprised by slight price increases in oil 
products that went into eftect on 1 January 1984. Prices rose from 10 to 12 per- 
cent over the basic prices for oil products that were in effect until the 3lst of 
last December. 


After the price increases were announced, Morocco's Ministry of Energy and Mine- 
rals moved quickly to explain the reasons for the price increases. First, it 
affirmed the need for these measures because of the continuing rise in the price 
of the dollar as the basic currency in which payment for imported crude oil is 
made. The ministry added that Morocco's expenditures for oil have been rising 
consistently and that last year they amounted to 7 billion dirhams. The 
difference between this figure and that for 1973, which was no more than 300 
million dirhams, is vast. This increase has placed a burden on Morocco's balance 
of payments. 


To explain the consequences of this situation, some sources indicated that this 
amount, which represents 30 percent of Morocco's total imports, can no longer 

be covered by revenues from all of Morocco's mining exports. Accordingly, if the 
present price of the dollar holds--and this appears to be an impossible dream-- 
Morocco's oil bill this year will amount to 8 billion dirhams. In addition, there 
will be 200 billion dirhams for imported coal which is used in industrial plants, 
thermal facilities, sugar refineries, cement plants and other conversion 
industries. 


Sources at Morocco's Ministry of Energy did not conceal their satisfaction with 
some of the eftorts that were made by the ministry to make those price increases 
as small as they are. Despite all that, these sources stated that because the 
ministry wanted to avoid raising prices beyond what was recently decided, it was 
satisfied with price increases that reflected a small part of the soaring rise o! 
the dollar, which amounted to a 30 percent increase in prices for oil and oi] 
products, between the beginning and end of last year. In this regard the sources 
said that Morocco was not the only country suffering from the results of inter- 
national financial conditions which have a direct effect on the level of domestic 
prices and domestic sales in all oil-importing countries. 


In a very confident tone these sources said that when one compares these special 
measures with prices, |one concludes that! the Moroccan state adopted polic 
whose aim was to reduce dependency on foreign sources of oil by increasing 
national production and setting the right course for consumption. The sources 
stated that these policies are trying to intensify oil exploration activities; 
they are trying to develop coal production; they are looking for new alternative 
sources of energy; and they are trying to moderate the use of available sources 
of energy. In this regard these sources state that efforts which are being made 
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to conserve energy were able to limit the increase in the volume of consumption 
and succeeded in reducing that increase from nine percent to somewhere between 
one and two percent. According to the sources this happened at a time when hydro- 
electric power underwent a 30 percent decline because of the drought that hit 
Morocco 3 years in a row. This drought reduced not only Morocco's production of 
hydroelectric power, but according to these sources, it also raised the percen- 
tage of fuel imported by Moroccc to produce electricity. Morocco's fuel imports 
last year amounted to about 1 million tons. This is 50 percent of the nation's 
consumption and 25 percent of total consumption of oil materials. 


Austerity in energy consumption is considered by sources of Morocco's Ministry 
of Energy to be going hand in hand with the previously mentioned measures. In 
this regard the ministry's report indicated that action to prod consumers to use 
energy wisely assumed many forms. This was chiefly done in the media. [Such 
action also included] educating consumers in large, intermediate or small 
industries or individual consumers who use oil to meet their daily living needs 
about efforts to conserve energy and letting them know that the wise use of 
energy did produce results. This was reflected on the fact that the increase in 
consumption was reduced from nine percent to one [or] two percent last year. On 
that basis the ministry decided to hold a discussion on the subject of energy 
conservation. This discussion was held on the 24th of January. Among its objec- 
tives, as is obvious, is to provide consumers with more information that would 
help spare the state the complicated consequences of adding new increases. 


8592 
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TUNISIA 


SAUDI DAILY INTERVIEWS PRIME MINISTER MZALI 
GF151900 Al-Dammam AL-YAWM in Arabic 14 Feb 84 p 4 


[Interview with Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali by Salih Al-Hajah in Tunis-- 
no date given] 


[Excerpts] [Al-Hajah] Your excellency, a few days ago I heard you say 
that Tunisia's security is that of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Is it 
possible for you to expound on this and elaborate it further? 


[Mzali] The battle in the Third World, or in the Islamic world, or in the 
Arab world is between two types of societies. A type that is branded as 
moderate, and in fact it is a serious type that aims to raise the standard 
of the people and to bolster unity among the members of the public, as 
well as to consolidate the country's independence, keep it away from 
ideological conflicts and away from the superpowers’ race to expand the 
area of their influence in Africa, Asia or Latin America in the name of 
ideologies, in the name of returning to the lost paradise and under many 
other names and theories. The other kind consists of regimes that circle 
in the orbit of this superpower or that whether it were in the East or in 
the West and whether it is capitalist or communist, or close to communist 
in the name of progressiveness. 


Tunisia and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are both targets for the forces 

of destruction and revolution and they both draw the attention of either 
of the military or ideological imperialisms. We are like the rings of a 
Single chain; if one of the rings breaks up the entire chain becomes weak 
and vulnerable. If we assume, may God forbid, that Tunisia or the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia was struck by disaster, this will encourage the revolu- 
tionaries and the imperialists to continue their intrusion in the parts of 
the world that are still moderate. Thus I said that there is an objective 
mutuality with regard to our development policies because if we succeed 

in raising the people's standard, in providing work and in creating a 
balance in efforts, this would be the paradise promised by some Marxist or 
Khomeyni regimes and ideologies. 


Hence, in the eyes of these imperialists we should be defeated so that there 
would be an evidence that there can be no success and that there is no way 
except through the revolutionary war of classes or through the Khomeyni 

way because Tunisia's success or the success of any other moderate state 
refutes the historical analysis that says no progress can be achieved 

except through revolution either to return to the Khomeyni missing paradise 
or the Marxist paradise. 
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IRAQ 





FINANCE MINISTER CLAIMS ECONOMY UNHURT BY WAR 


Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 26 Jan 84 p 5 


[Interview With Hisham Hasan Tawfiq, minister of finance, by As'ad al-'Aquli: 
"Our Economic Strength Is One of Mainstays of Victory"] 


[Text] Public opinion at home, and to a certain degree abroad, has been 
attracted by the approval of the three economic documents for 1984, namely the 
general budget, the investment plan and the trade plan, on schedule. These 
documents bear positive indications pertaining to the strength and cape >ility 
of the Iragi economy, to the high efficiency in managing its priorities in a 
balanced manner in the current phase and to the relative current modification 
made within the framework of the experience of the development and war economy. 


Naturally, while the current conditions derive their strength from the 
developments and accomplishments of the past year in the life of the glorious 
revolution, they have their effective impact on confronting the aggression of 
the expansionist and racist Iranian regime and on enhancing many of the bright 
aspects so that these aspects may perform their role in bringing about the 
necessary change dictated by the requirements of carrying on with the battle 
and of continuing developmental transformations at the same time, in addition 
to providing the flexibility needed to insure responding to likely developments 
in the post-aggression phase. 


To shed light on these aspects and on the impact of their role in strengthening 
and bolstering the national economy, we have conducted the following 
comprehensive interview with Hisham Hasan Tawfigq, the minister of finance: 


Elements of Strength of Iraqi Economy 


[Question] The roots of the positive situation experienced by revolutionary 
Iraq despite the conditions are tied to the background of the accomplishments 
of the preceding phase, especially at the level of the developmental, economic 
and social transformations. How do you evaluate those accomplishments and 
their role in bolstering the steadfastness of our armed forces and our people 
in their heroic confrontation with the racist and expansionist aggressors and 
in disseminating the spirit of victory? 











[Answer] It is certain that the developmental transformations achieved during 
the previous years of the revolution have produced numerous advanced results in 
crystallizing the positive condition of the national economy, especially since 
the major development programs grew in dimension after emendation of the oil 
prices and of the increase in oil revenues and since those revenues were 
employed to bolster the capability of the Iraqi economy and to entrench the 
prerequisites of independence and of national sovereignty. It was realized 
that such a direction could only be insured through the qualitative leap 
necessary to entrench the quality of diversification in the national economy, 
to free this economy of its one-sidedness, to reduce its reliance on oil 
revenues and to make the characteristic of productivity predominant in this 
economy. This has been made evident in bringing about relative reliance on 
more than one source and in depending in particular on a material and 
technological base that possesses the potential for progress in the spheres of 
production. 


In the pre-war years, the revolution played its effective role in achieving the 
objectives and indicators capable of insuring the ideal utilization of the 
human and material resources within the framework of the national development 
plans, of providing the essential requirements for the production sectors and 
of balancing the courses of development. This reality has found its effective 
expression in the phase of confronting the aggression by securing the needs for 
the steadfastness and victory of our armed forces and of our people's masses. 
It is well known that economic strength represents one of the mainstays of 
perpetuating the state of victory and of continuing the battle with the 
momentum it requires. At the same time, it must be stressed that escalating 
the developmental transformation means entrenching the process of foiling one 
of the most obvious objectives of aggression. These facts have become fully 
clear in the 40 months from the start of the battle until now. Our national 
economy has shouldered not just the task of preparing the requirements of 
steadfastness and victory in the battle but also the consequences of the 
decision taken by the treasonous regime in Damascus to stop the flow of Iraqi 
oil through Syrian territories with the purpose of weakening Iraq's economic 
ability and, consequently, of spreading the targeted state of weakness to 
include the requirements of our steadfastness and victory in the battle. But 
this treasonous measure, even though it had some effects, has not at all 
produced the impact compatible with the nature and dimensions of the impact 
expected by the Syrian regime. What is more, the circumstances emanating froin 
this measure have motivated the adoption of numerous steps aimed at improving 
the Iraqi economy's performance efficiency and we can now feel the obvious 
returns of these steps. 


[Question] How have the developments following the [outbreak of the] war 
affected financial policies? 


[Answer] It is natural that the financial policies adopted since the outbreak 
of the war have given priority to the tasks connected with securing the 
requirements of the battle, both quantitatively and qualitatively, to bolster 
the capabilities of our armed forces and to enable them to confront the 
aggression of the Iranian regime, in addition to securing the requirements for 
continuing building and socialist transformation because the revolution is 








aware that obstructing the development movement is one of the aggression's main 
motives. We do this especially given the march to build a model experiment 
embodied in the fundamental developmental, economic and social transformations 
in our country--transformations which have reached the point where the battle 
has become, as the leader president has said, a battle between backwardness and 


progress. 
Bank No 91 Internationally 


[Question] Sometime ago, the Ministry of Finance organized a symposium in 
which the first deputy prime minister participated and during which the special 
working paper on developing the activities of al-Rafidayn Bank was discussed. 
Can you familiarize us with the main aspects of the working paper presented and 
with the outcome of the discussions held on the paper? 

[Answer] The activities of al-Rafidayn Bank have expanded and its branches 
have permeated all parts of Iraq, amounting to 231 branches at present. The 
bank's assets have also risen, enabling it to rank 91 among world banks in the 
volume of assets and to rank first among all the banks operating in the Arab 
aree, of course. There has been a big rise in the volune of the deposits 
placed with the bank in recent years in comparison to the volume of these 
assets in preceding years. This proves that banking awareness has been growing 
among the citizens and that the citizens have realized the big benefits they 
reap from dealing with banks, whether benefits in the form of rewarding 
interest paid for savings and fixed deposits or in the form of services offer 
by the bank to facilitate payment processes and to enable the citizen to meet 
his commitment toward others without shouldering the burdens and risks of 
keeping and carrying cash and without wasting the time needed for payment in 
cash or the likely mistakes of paying more than necessary or losing cash in the 
process of transferring it from one purse to another to meet financial 
commitments. Our constant contacts with the citizens at all levels have 
reflected their strong desire to increase their dealings with the bank and to 
use checks instead of cash in their daily transactions. 


This new feeling which reflects banking awareness on the part of the Iraqi 
citizen has required us to reconsider the system of banking operations and to 
enhance the standard of those working in this vital facility in a manner that 
enables the bank to meet the citizens' needs and to offer then advanced banking 
services with ease and facility. So we presented the special working paper on 
developing the activities of al-Rafidayn Bank to the symposium which was 
attended by the first deputy prime minister and which included a large nunber 


of experts and technicians, in addition to the prominent officials of the 
banking and financial sector. The symposium discussed the systems of operation 
and the developments that must be introduced into them so that they may be able 


to keep up with the expansion and to meet the citizens' needs for banking 


One of the first issues dealt with and for which quick solutions were 
formulated was the issue of facilitating the task of a citizen wishing to open 
a savings account or a current account at the bank and of giving such a citizen 
the opportunity to deal with any of the bank's branches, in addition to 











adopting the system of evening workhours for a larger number of the bank's 
branches so as to enable the citizens, especially working people, to take 
advantage of the bank's services after the official workhours. 


The issue of facilitating the processes of payment by check and of supplying 
the citizens with a banking card as an identification accredited by the bank to 
facilitate acceptance of their checks when dealing with others was also 
studied. 


On the other hand, ceaseless efforts are being exerted to prepare the systems 
and programs to put to use the electronic computer of al-Rafidayn Bank. It is 
hoped that within a period of no more than a year al-Rafidayn Bank will employ 
its computer to perform numerous banking activities. This system will greatly 
enhance the efficiency of this agency, will reduce the work phases and will 
strengthen the relationship between the citizen and the bank. 


This is why discussion was held on the issue of the permissibility of opening 
Savings accounts with current accounts with the purpose of giving the citizen 
the largest degree of facilities in his transactions with the bank and of 
enabling the citizen to reap maximum benefit from the investment of his cash 
assets. This was in addition to a number of technical studies, including the 
use of teleprinters between the branches to facilitate the citizen's task of 
Withdrawing sums of money from one bank branch against their accounts in other 
branches in the same city or in other governorates. The citizen can be thus 
saved the trouble and risks of transporting cash between our country's cities. 


[Question] You have kindly mentioned the fixed saving and deposit accounts. 
We wish to hear from you an explanation on the benefits reaped by the citizen 
from dealing with the bank through such accounts. 


[Answer] For a long time, the bank paid an interest rate of 4 percent for 
Savings accounts. But as of 1 January 1982, the Central Bank of Iraq decided 
to raise the interest rate to 6 percent for savings acvounts and to 7 percent 
for fixed deposits. 


It is very obvious that these very high interest rates paid by the bank to the 
depositors produce for the clients rewarding profits, in addition to the 
numerous other benefits reaped by the citizen from dealing with the bank. The 
most important of these benefits is the fact that the citizen is reassured that 
his money is not subject to theft or to loss. In addition to safeguarding 
these monies and to being fully responsible for them, the bank pays the 
citizens rewarding profits ranging from 6-7 percent annually. Moreover, these 
monies are readily available and the citizen can withdraw them whenever he 
wishes, whether during or after the official workhours, to meet the needs of 
his daily life. 


Furthermore, the citizen's opening of a current account and his acquiring a 
checkbook gives him flexibility in his daily transactions and spares him the 
risks of carrying cash. . 
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Most of the arrangements agreed upon in the symposium have been put into 
practice as of 1 January 1984. Other arrangements will be implemented shortly 
when the bank is supplied with the sophisticated equipment that helps enhance 
the service offered the citizen. Serving the citizen and facilitating his work 
is one of the fundanental goals of the party and revolution leadership. 


Insurine Tax Justice 


[| Question | ur country's tax policy has continued to be established on 
conventional bases and has not been able to keep pace with the current changes 
in the distribution of incomes and with the need to deal with these incones 
with compatible tax instruments required by social justice. What are the steps 
taken to reassess this policy and what is the ideal way to deal with the tasks 


dictated by the required emendation process? 


[Answer] As an important part of the general financial policy, tax policy is 
influenced to a large degree by a number of factors, led by society's 
development, the level and nature of econonic activity and the quality of the 
public services rendered by the state. The revenues generated by taxes are one 
of the most important sources of financing these services which play a major 
role in boosting economic activity and providing opportunity to all people to 
work, invest, produce and make profits under secure and stable conditions 
without the exploitation of some by others in a manner that affects the 
effective and successful interaction of all segments of society whose 
interaction and integration constitute the fertile background for economic 
progress. 


When we say that society's development plays an effective and important role in 
tax policy we premise our statement on the inevitable realization on the part 
of society's members, each from his position and according to the nature of his 
work, of their full responsibility in building a strong national econony 
because this strong economic structure is the base on which every individual 
activity is founded. An individual's activity is a part of society's general 
activity and the strength of the national economy is the fundamental strength 
influencing the achievement of success by any individual project. 


If we backtrack a little and compare the level of individual economic activity 
in Iraq then with what it is now, we will understand profoundly the enormous 
lishments achieved by the party and revolutionary leadership, headed by 
struggling Leader and President Saddam Husayn, at the level of Iraq's econonic 
structure, The success of these accomplishments has been a fundanental factor 
in the prowth and prosperity attained by the private sector's projects and 
activities. 


r 


Naturally, the continued growth and prosperity of these productive and economic 
activities and safeguarding these activities require interaction between 
society's members and the revolutionary state--an interaction compatible with 
the level of the activity of each of society's members. This is what is called 
tax justice, meaning that every member of society must contribute to financing 
the public services by a degree compatible with the profits he makes--profits 
which, in turn, reflect the degree by which he has benefited from public 


66 











services. Such contribution to the costs of public services should not affect 
the productivity level of any project or activity. 


The promulgation of tax law No 113 of 1982 reflects the philosophy of the party 
and revolutionary leadership and has adopted a realistic scientific formula 
that takes into consideration the new developments in our country's economic 
structure and insures the fair participation of each of society's members in 
public expenditures in a manner compatible with the degree of his utilization 
of the public services, but without allowing this participation to affect the 
elements of production and the requirements for continuation of the work and 
while maintaining the desired degree of balance between society's various 
segments. 


On the other hand, the ministry of finance has devoted special attention to the 
tax administration, especially in connection with regulating the relationship 
between the taxpayers and the tax authority. This is why a working paper was 
prepared. Through this paper, this relationship was studied and the methods 
capable of facilitating the citizens' reporting of smoothing their dealings and 
of assessing their position on the basis of their meeting their legal 
commitments toward the public treasury have been formulated. In fact, a number 
of practical steps have been approved in this regard, foremost of which has 
been the preparation of a new form for annual tax assessment and the use of 
this form as of 1 January 1984, along with the pamphlet explaining the most 
important points connected with preparing the report [tax form] and with what 
the citizen should know regarding his relationship with the tax authority. 

What is more important than all this is that the new system relies on full 
trust in the citizen to determine his income, to calculate the tax he owes and 
to pay this tax upon presenting the report to the tax authority. 


We are fully confident that this advanced formula of regulating the 
relationship between the citizen and the tax administration, the other big 
facilities and the constant instructions to all those working in the tax sector 
will constitute altogether positive factors added to the principles and 
realistic bases contained in the new tax law No 113 of 1982 and will be capable 
of creating a tax awareness emanating from a patriotic feeling and from a final 
conviction in the citizen's heart that the tax he pays to contribute to 
financing public expenditures is no more than a part of the fundamental 
elements to insure his success in his profession and to enable him to make 
profits. This is in addition to a number of other measures based on field 
studies conducted in a sound scientific method to enable the financial 
authorities to achieve the tax justice which every citizen and the financial 
authority desires. We also assert that we are fully confident that these 
measures and the definite cooperation between the citizens and the tax 
authority will be effective elements in creating among the citizens a tax 
awareness compatible with their national awareness and their lofty feeling of 
sincere citizenship. 


Positive Effects 


[Question] The state's general budget, the investment plan and the foreign 
trade plan have been approved recently. What indicators do these three 
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documents provide at the various levels? What are the proininent bases, 
objectives and indicators included in the general budget and what are the 
requirements for its implementation with high efficiency in light of last 
year's experience? 


[Answer] The most prominent aspect reflected by the three documents is their 
integration within the framework of the requirements of financial and economic 
planning in a manner compatible with the phase being undergone by our country 
in its confrontation of the war of aggression imposed on us by the Iranian 
regime. 


The three documents have come primarily to bolster the war effort in order to 
enable our armed forces to perform their effective role in defending the 
country's sovereignty and to strengthen the spirit of victory without 
undermining the development procession or meeting our contractual obligations 
and securing the goods and services necessary to manage economic life and to 
meet the people's needs for goods and services. 


As for the most important objectives secured by the current general budget--the 
ordinary budget--they have been defined in the budget document in the following 
points: 


First, continuing the process of economic and social building and securing all 
the means for perpetuating and bolstering the victory over the eneny. 


Second, developing the methods of work and enhancing the efficiency of 
performance in all of the state's production and service sectors and activities 
in order to utilize the resources ideally and to increase and improve 
production. 


Third, utilizing the surplus and idle capacities in the manpower circles of the 
state's departinents and agencies and exerting serious efforts to put these 
Capacities into ideal operation. 


Fourth, insuring a proper standard of living for the Iraqi citizen through the 
policy of subsidizing the prices of essential goods and services and through 


offering him the best health, educational, cultural and other services. 


Fifth, developing the revenue sources, enhancing their yield and generating new 
resources compatible with the needs of the current phase. 


8494 
CSO: 4404/328 
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IRAQ 


PROVINCES REPORT AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 27 Jan 84 p 7 
(Article: '"Irbil and al-Anbar: Cultivation of 1,378,000 Donums"] 


[Text] The ninth annual agricultural conference of Irbil Governorate 
yesterday concluded its activities, which lasted 3 days. 


In its final session, attended by Irbil Governor Yahya al-Jaff, by his deputy 
and by the comrade secretary of the agriculture bureau of the Irbil branch 
command of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party, the conference approved the 
agricultural plan proposed for the winter and summer seasons. 


The plan calls for the cultivation of 1,273,000 dunams with winter crops 

and 57,296 dunams with summer crops, for the fertilization of 104,000 dunams 
of lands to be cultivated with winter and summer crops and for the production 
of 180,000 fruit tree seedlings, 500,000 forrest tree seedlings and 15,000 
olive tree seedlings. 


Insofar as livestock production is concerned, the plan calls for conducting 
examinations and vaccinations, for devoting attention to agricultural guidance 
and to on-the-spot followup, for securing sufficient quantities of 
good-quality fodder, for devoting attention to private sector poultry 
projects, for devoting attention to natural pastures and for expanded 
veterinary control and vaccinations. 


At the conclusion of the conference, the participants sent President Saddam 

Husayn a cable in which they renewed their pledge to put their resources at 

the service of the agricultural march and to develop agricultural production 
to bolster our national economy. 


In al-Anbar Governorate, the agricultural and farming agencies have completed 
implementing 95 percent of the winter agricultural plan for 1983-84. 


The acreage prepared for cultivation has amounted to 104,933 dunams out of 
the acreage included in the plan and amounting to 110,142 donums. The 
acreage cultivated is distributed as follows: 69,981 dunams in the 
cooperative sector and 34,952 dunams in the private sector. A total of 
84,246 dunams have been cultivated with wheat, 35,710 dunams with barley, 


83 





1,878 dunams with onions, 400 dunams of greenhouses with tomatoes, 5,278 
dunams with various winter vegetables and 6,295 dunams with fall potatoes. 
The remaining acreage has been cultivated with lentils, clover and a variety 


of fodders. The governorate's Public Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 
Authority has completed a number of agricultural service projects, including 
a fodders warehouse in al-Rutbah, a cooperative directorate [nazirivah] 

in al-Baghdadi and a social services complex. It has also developed the 


"1 > - : . a! . . p+ Ry . ; ‘ ~ } , . g : 
experimental farm in al-Qa'im, a veterinary quarantine, a hall, a sheep-dip 
. 7 . T 1 7 p a . . ~ | @ . 7 , 
basin and two houses in Judaydat ‘Ar'ar and supports [raka'iz] for the 
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irrigation plants in al] 


-Tharthar and two residential houses in al-Walid. 
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CENTRAL EUPHRATES ROAD AUTHORITY CARRIES OUT PROJECTS 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 24 Jan 84 p 6 
[Article: "Central Euphrates: Large-Scale Road and Bridge Projects"] 


[Text] The Central Euphrates Public Authority for Road Construction has 
approved its work plan for the current year for road and bridge projects in 
the governorates of Babil, al-Qadisiyah, al-Najaf and Karbala’. 


In an interview with the INA correspondent in Babil, the authority's general 
director has said that the plan approved in the session held recently to 
discuss the authority's working paper in the presence of a number of the 
officials of the Roads and Bridges Public Authority and of road directors in 
the governorates under the authority's jurisdiction calls for carrying out 
the finishing work for 20 vital and important road projects in the area with 
a total length of 664 kilometers. 


The projects include completing the work on the land pilgrimage route, the 
second [access] lane to the Hillat Mifl Kufah, Hillat Karbala' and Hillat 
Diwaniyah roads and to the road leading to the (thermastone) plant and 
al-Nawrah in Karbala’. The plan also calls for completing the work on the 
railroad intersections in the governorates of Babil and al-Qadisiyah, 
completing the Hawr Salib road, the al-Hiral al-Dasam, Musayyib Jurf al-Sakhr, 
al-Khamisiyah al-Harakisah, Sawmar 'Afak and (al-Muhaynawiyah) al-Sunniyah 
roads, a two-tier intersection west of the city of al-Diwaniyah and the road 
leading to the industrial center in al-Diwaniyah, in addition to building a 
central workshop in Karbala' and quick-to-construct warehouses in al-Najaf. 


Insofar as rural roads are concerned, the general director pointed out that 
the authority has actually begun to implement 5 rural road projects in the 
Central Euphrates governorates as part of its plan for the current year, 
which provides for preparing the studies and securing the requirements needed 
to implement 17 rural road projects in the area. 


The authority's plan also calls for grading and modifying the (shoulders) of 
the main roads and eliminating the encroachments committed against these 
roads, which amount to nearly 400 kilometers in length. The plan further 


calls for building steel bridges on the roads of al-Hurrivah, al-'Abbasiyah, 
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Abu Sukhayr and al-Mishkhab, constructing 6 stations for maintenance of the 
main roads, building 14 car-parking squares along the public roads, 
continuing the asphalting of roads and shoring up road shoulders. 


Abu Sukhayr and al-Mishkhab, constructing 6 stations for maintenance of 
the main roads, building 14 car-parking squares along the public roads, 
continuing the asphalting of roads and shoring up road shoulders. 


The authority's general director has asserted that the authority's workers are 
exerting concentrated efforts and are more determined to achieve escalating 
performance rates as a contribution on their part to bolster the glorious 
battle of Qadisiyat Saddam on the path of building the lofty Iraq. 














IRP ORGAN LAUDS ANNIVERSARY OF REVOLUTION, WAR ACHIEVEMENTS 


Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 6 Feb 84 pp l, 12 


ir ap y } ‘ . - ’ } } Amy ,_cCat } ‘ ens £as) TH 34 

| iext | In the name of God, the co ipassionate, tne mercltrul. ne Sixt 

gdav of the first 1U blessed days of mourning, wnicn is the shiniest peri 
> Lm Tel; ~~. Row "1 _f T+ : namar Loa Te ee -. Way | 

of the Islamic Revolution of Iran is named the Slamic Republi Jar iV. 


C 
This day is dedicated to the unbreakable unity of the self-sacrif 
and generous armed forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran. To dedicat: 
one day of the 10 blessed days of mourning to the question of war, 
undoubtedly expresses the lively role in life of the combatants and the 


he Islamic liberation revolution of Iran. 
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continuation and permanence of 


+ 
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A brief study of he causes of the outbreak of war and the aims and 8, 


consequences OF war Wlil Drove this undenlabie fact. 


From the beginning of the war, the blood thirsty Ba thists of Iraq, 
directly encouraged by 


lunatic | _YwtmM al ttacl . ae Ary } Sale . na ~ - \Y TTL. [Islamic } _ 
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land of Iran and like the armies of the Tartars and Mongols, caused 
damn 7itiar "4 mo oe nd ktdnannino T was clearly evident to 
Gdemolilitl¢ Nn, \ rime, mul qaer, and NRiUiilay i’ Lille e it Wad Ciea;r y evident U4 


Middle Eastern analysts and experts of political affairs that this 
Shameful and savage aggression did not result from a dispute over nine 
inches of land and water but was planned ahead and aimed at suppressin 

the new order of the Islamic Republic of Iran and is enjoying the extensiv 
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Support oO! tne united frront Chie WOriad oppressors. 


I} fan 1} hb 7 1 * ne A rac 14+ lL, Amorinrane : een ma: 
ine tact, which 1S ciear as day, was tnat the Americans and muropeans, 
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whose forces, beginning with two centuries ago, had established polit 
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and military domination over the iddle ist and its gold bearing resou S; 
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1e@ ancient and stron Watcni eir interests--and would react. 
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PAKISTAN 


LEADER CRITICAL OF U.S. ROLE, INTENTIONS ABOUT PAKISTAN 
Islamabad THE ‘MUSLIM in English 2 Mar 8&4 p &@ 


[Text} LAHORE, March. 1: The outgoing President of the Lahore High Court 
Bar Association, ‘yed Afzal Haider, said the responsibility for Pakistan's 
predicament is equally shared by the political parties, lawyers, all other 
sectors of the public. 


ilowever, he said, it is also a fact that imperialist powers are equally re- 
sponsible for the absence of democracy in the country, which was created through 
a constitutional and legal strugsle. For example, America does not want 
Pakistan to become independent and self-reliant in a real sense, he added. 


In an interview with 'istiqlal,' a local weekly, Syed Afzal Haider said hurdles 
had created in the way of deluwcracy to keep the people deprived of their 
rights. If strong democracy was established in the country outside power would 
dare to interfere in the internal affairs of Pakistan, he added. 


Le said transfer of power to the representatives of the people is the real 
problem of the country. He said as a result of the pressure generated by the 
people, the government has started talking about elections. 


Replying to a question, he said the year of his presidency was very eventful, 
during which he had received ample political training. He said he wished to 
continue his struggle for the people's rights and expressed the hope that the 
new bar president would also continue to strive for the power of courts and 
restoration of the Constitution. 


Replying to another question, he said at present, all the political parties 
are defunct, and when they are restored, he would decide which party he would 
like to work with.--PPI 
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PAKISTAN 


PROSPECTS FOR DIRECT TALKS ON AFGHANISTAN DISCUSSED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Mar 84 p 5 


[Article by the ‘Focus on Asia’ column by S. J. Naqvi: "Afghanistan--Prospects 
of Direct Talks'’] 


[Text] During and after the Seminar held by the Muslim on ‘South Asian Prob- 
lems & Prospects'' two suggestions have been put forward by participants as 
well as others for a political solution of the Afghanistan problem: 

a) That Pakistan should negotiate a settlement directly with Moscow. 

b) That Pakistan should talk directly with the Babrak Karmal regime in Kabul. 
In examining these proposals, one must be clear as to what are the objectives 


of a political settlement particularly from the point of view of Pakistan's 
interests. While Pakistan may share a number of general objectives with the 


majority of the international community which include + “ration of the 
principles of the U.N. Charter and the promotion of int nal peace and 
security, she also has two specific objectives which re? irectly to her, 


i.e. the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan which apart from al- 
leviating her security concerns, is essential for the second objective, that 
is the returr. of the refugees to Afghanistan. 


Direct Talks 


While there is hardly any evidence available to suggest that Pakistan ever 
underestimates the importance of talking directly to Moscow there is every 
reason to believe that slie has consistently endeavoured to keep the channel 
of communication open with this Super Power neighbour. Apart from frequent 
diplomatic contacts discussions have been held at the summit level and con- 
tinue to take place among their foreign ministers. The question, however, is 
whether Iloscow would be prepared to negotiate directly with Pakistan and par- 
ticularly, whether it would be prepared to negotiate the two issues of with- 
drawal of troops and return of the refugees. 


Indications todate point to an answer in the negative. In fact, on the ques- 
tion of withdrawal of troops, their stated position is that this is a matter 
between Moscow and Kabul. On aspects of a settlement, including the return 
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of refugees and assurances of non-interference their position is that this is 
a matter between Afghanistan and its neighbours--Pakistan and Iran--and they 
should talk directly to Kabul. As against this pubicly states position, the 
Soviet Union has also declared at the highest level that it does not wish to 
prolong its military presence in Afghanistan and Moscow has encouraged the 
indirect negotiations through the U.N. process. These negotiations are aimed 
towards an integrated and comprehensive settlement which would simultaneously 
address all the issues involved, including withdrawal of troops and the return 
of refugees. 


Talks With Kabul 


At this late stage, the suggestion that Pakistan should have direct talks 

with Kabul may be of academic interest. Those who put forward this sugges- 
tion have hardly mentioned the Iran factor in this context. However, while 
examining this possibility the main criterion is whether this would facilitate 
a political settlement which would ensure Soviet troop withdrawal and return 
of the refugees to Afghanistan. If not the costs to Pakistan without com- 
mensurate benefits must be carefully examined. 


The difficulties in the negotiations arise out of differences over substance 
and quite obviously it cannot be assumed that a procedural change from in- 
direct to direct talks will remove these differences. If, therefore, the 

case for direct talks rests on procedural grounds, it carries little weight. 
Indeed the indirect method, through an intermediary that is acceptable to 

both sides may even be preferable as it avoids rhetoric and recrimination and 
prevents a sharp clash of negotiating positions. However, there is a quali- 
tative difference between demands for direct talks made by Pakistan and Kabul. 
In case of the latter it entails vindication of Soviet military intervention 
and recognition of the Karmal regime as a lawful government. This may in turn 
mean that the twin issues of withdrawal of troops and return of refugees may 
be delinked to the detriment of Pekistan's interest. 


Official Stand 


While analysing the issue one must not ignore Pakistan's officially stated 
position. This would also facilitate assessing the cost to Pakistan if she 
entered into direct talks without the commensurate benefit of achieving here 
hitherto marked objectives. President Zia is on record to have pointed out 
that his government's locus standi in the negotiations is not only that of a 
neighbouring country directly affected by the crisis, but also as a member of 
the OIC. The resolutions of the Islamic Conference would be negated if 
Pakistan took any steps, even if they fell short of de jure recognition, that 
served to legitimise the Karmal regime which has been established by foreign 
military intervention. In addition to this, Pakistan would antagonise Iran 
and lose the support of China and the entire western world. 


At home the government of Pakistan has to have a close look at the Afghan 
refugees who have fled their country as a direct result of the foreign inter- 
vention. Its primary objective is to enable these refugees to return volun- 
tarily to their homes. The costs of Pakistan in economic and social terms of 
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the prolonged stay of those refugees have been highlighted by many critics. 
The question which needs to be asked in this respect is whether an action by 
Pakistan which legitimises the military intervention or the Karmal regime 
would in fact accelerate the return of the refugees and relieve the people of 
Pakistan of these costs or whether it would have the opposite effect. 


One of the reasons advanced by the advocates of a change in Pakistan's ap- 
proach to negotiations is that she can never achieve a settlement through the 
United States becaise they would prefer to see the Soviet Union continue to 
"bleed" in Afghanistan. Washington is also accused to be holding Pakistan 
back from arriving at a political settlement. These charges have been re- 
plied to by the official circles from time to time. In their reasoning in 
the first place, the impression that Pakistan is seeking a solution through 
the United States is not quite correct. She is seeking it though the inter- 
mediary of the United Nations and is negotiating to further its own national 
interests. It is equally wrong to say that Pakistan is being held back by 
Washington. In fact, the U.S. administration has stated categorically and 
repeatedly that it supports the U.N. process and desires a political solution 
based on U.N. resolutions. In any case it must be remembered that the United 
States has been asked to subscribe to the international guarantees which are 
to be an integral part of the settlement. It is the Soviet/Kabul side that 
has insisted that US should be a guarantor. Should Washington therefore have 
any reservations about the agreement that may emerge they can always refuse to 
subscribe to the international guarantees and thereby prevent a settlement 
being reached. Thus, in effect, the US has practically 'veto power' over any 
eventual settlement. 


In view of the aforementioned, it should not be difficult to conclude that the 
alternative strategies being suggested would not be acceptable to Pakistan 
Government as in their view it would not improve the prospects for a settle- 
ment that would achieve the objectives deemed to be paramount in Pakistan's 
interest. On the other hand the recourse to direct talks with the Karmal 
regime would, in effect, jeopardise the whole basis of Pakistan's stand and 
undermine her negotiating position. 


The official stand on the issue is not unreasonable although it may have 
played down the effects of action and designs of the superpowers on it for 
reasons not incomprehensible. The Russians may have intervened militarily in 
Afghanistan in self-defence or America may wish Afghanistan turning into a 
Vietnam for the Russians. These are point not to be ignored. But the point 
that emerges clearly after taking all such issues into consideration is that 
advocates cf the alternative approach, i.e. direct negotiations do not seem 
to have developec their arguments beyond the point that this step would be 
welcomed by Moscow and Kabul. That only carries the reasoning half way and 
leaves the crucial question whether it would promote the achievement of such 
basic objectives as withdrawal of troops and return of refugees, unanswered. 


CSO: 4600/434 
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PAKISTAN 


ASGHAR KHAN'S ELECTION AS TI PRESIDENT REPORTED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] KARACHI, March 2: Air Marshal Asghar Khan (Retd.) was re-elected 
President of the Tehrik Istiqlal here today. The Executive Committee of the 
Tehrik was summoned by the party's president to meet today and the members 
directed to nominate the persons of their choice for the post. 


Briefing the press here today the acting President of the Party Mr. A. J. 
Rahim said that all the nominations received were for Asghar Khan. There- 
fore he was elected unopposed. 


lie said that now the newly elected President would nominate the 31 member 
council which would elect the office-bearers of the party. 


He said that the elections to all the provincial, divisional and district 
levels would be completed within the next three months. 


Referring to the statements of Asghar Khan in which he had asked the party- 
men to elect some one else for the post Mr Rahim said ‘we could make him agree 
to it we respect his views but we believe that he would also show respect 

for the collective decision of the party’. 


It may be recalled that the present elections are for the interim period. 
"As soon as the martial law is lifted and the political parties and activ- 


ities are revived elections to all the posts shall be conducted according to 
the normal procedure laid down in the party's constitution,’ he added. 
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PAKISTAN 


BIZENJO, GHAFOOR DEMAND RELEASE OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Mar 84 p 8 


[Text] KARACHI, March. 2: Mir Ghous Baksh Bizenjo, the PNP chief, has said 
the political leaders did not take President's advice for cooperation with 
the governemnt for the restoration of democracy seriously. First, Mir 
Bizenjo said the General should explain his definition of democracy and then 
seek cooperation. 


Talking to the newsmen in his hospital ward here today he said that if the 
President wanted the political leaders to obey his orders and follow his 
line then he was mistaken, and added: if he really meant what he has said 
then first he should release all the political leaders, lift ban from the 
political parties, restore political activities and then negotiate with the 
political parties on hte issue of transfer of power." 


Prof. Ghafoor Ahmed who is also in hospital these days said that the govern- 
ment has no credibility. ‘The president never means what he says," he added. 


He demanded the release of all political leaders for creating a conducive 
atmosphere, if he really needed the cooperation of political leaders. ‘Who 
will cooperate with him sitting in jails," he asked. 


Prof. Ghafoor welcoming the recent release of certain leaders said what 
trouble did they create for the government after the release “if others are 
also released heaven will not fall, rather that will help in creating a sit- 
uation conducive to sitting together. 


Mohammad Shah Amroati, the convenor of MRD said there can be no deviation 


from 1973 constitution and the four points demand of the "this is the most 
the political leaders can do." 


CSO: 4600/434 
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PAKISTAN 


NEED FOR WOMEN'S EDUCATION STRESSED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Nar 84 p 4 
[Editorial: ‘Wasted Women, Wasted Education" ] 


[Text] IN THE developed countries of the world, women male a major contribu- 
tion to the economy; but in poor Pal:istan their contribution is small. The 
reason is not that the women in Pakistan do not want to work, but the emplovy- 
ment opportunities are not available, and sometimes when they are, they are 
not economically rewarding. Social and domestic compulsions on the women not 
to work are strong, which are similar to the pressure of Islam as advocated 
by some orthodox elements. 


As a result of these factors the women labour force participation rate in 
Pakistan is only 3.79 per cent of the population. The highest of 4.61 per 
cent is in Sind and the lowest of 0.96 per cent is in Baluchistan. Decause 

of such very low participation of women, the total labour force in Pakistan 

is only 31 per cent of the population, compared to 36.6 percent in a develop- 
ins, ‘tuslim State like Malaysia, and of 37.7 per cent for Indonesia. Fven in a 
developing non-Muslim state like Thailand in this resion, the work force con- 
stitutes 40.5 per cent of the population because of the heavy participation of 
women in the labour force. If less than a third of the population works in a 
country like Pakistan, while it is over 50 per cent in the developing countries, 
the reasons for the backwardness and poverty of the country are obvious. In 
Pakistan it is a case of too many mouths depending on too few working hands. 


Official figures relating to female labour in Pakistan are not readily ac- 
cepted by women leaders. The recent international convention of business and 
professional women held at Lahore in particular expressed its dis-satisfaction 
over such official statistics and called on the government to incorporate proper 
data in the official documents and include them in the census figures. They 

are unhappy that the contribution of women in the agricultural sector in par- 
ticular, has not been adequately acknowledged or documented. lIience the 

seminar called for legal protection for rural women. Their role in the avrri- 
cultural sector, has certainly increased in recent years because of the flight 
of the men from there to foreign countries as well as their rush to the cities. 


Official figures in regard to unemployment in Pakistan borders on the ludicrous. 
However, unlike the Labour Survey 1978-79, which places the unemployed at a 
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nominal 3.5 per cent, compared to 10 per cent and more in many of the indus- 
trially advanced countries, the Planning Commission estimates it at about 14 
per cent, which is somewhat closer to reality. In addition to unemployment, 
there is massive underemployment, and among the educated, inappropriate em- 
ployment. In such situation it is really hard for women to find regular 

work. And unless employment o-portunities are expanded rapidly and employ- 
ment is made truly rewarding in these inflationary times through the kind of 
agricultural and industrial development programmes suggested by the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan, the demand for women's labour will be small. 


Women who seek employment in the cities have to be provided adequate public 
transport as well as child care centres where they can leave their children 
when they go to work. It is equally imperative for the family planning drive 
to be stepped up so that women will not be burdened with too many children. 
Secondly, the economic pattern, particularly in the service sector, will have 
to be organized in such a manner that the women do not have to work too 
strenuously at home to keep it running well. 


The archaic approach to well-to-do families in the cities and towards educated 
women, too, has to change radically. Many rich families do not want their 
educated women, even doctors and post graduates to work. This is all the more 
amazing when large universities like those in Karachi have a majority of women 
students and more and more women are seeking higher education and serious 
professional courses. What will be the use of separate women's universities 
if educated women will not be given suitable and rewaring employment? The 
kind of mixed-up socio-economic system the country has today, results in a 
shocking waste of women power at one end and public funds on higher education 
at the other. 


If the country has to make rapid economic progress, if it has to make full use 
of its educated, particularly the women, and if it has to create a healthy 

and progressive society, its approach to women has to change. Religion should 
not be allowed to be used by some powerful elements as a road block to the 
rightful role of women in Pakistan. What matters is not the setting up of a 
commission on women, or the existence of a Women's Division alone, but a posi- 
tive and sustained change in the approach to women in their social and economic 
role, and not merely sanctifying or embellishing the four walls which are sup- 
posed to hold them safe and secure, but in fact, circumscribe their movements 
and longings. 
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PAKISTAN 


REFUGEES SEEN AS LIABILITY, POTENTIAL CAUSE FOR TENSION 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Mar 84 pp 4, 6 
[Article in ‘Issues in Politics’ column by ‘Analyst’: 'The Refugee Factor" ] 


[Text] A visiting American Jouranlist recently remarked that in Pakistan, 
contrary to his expectations, he did not seem to find much sympathy for the 
Afghan refusees. Back home he had heard tales of barbaric atrocities being 
committed against the Afghan people by the invading Russians, who had bombed 
the civilian population and wiped out villages to quell the resistance. But 
in Pakistan he did not find either the people or the mass media demonstrating 
their concern for what was going on in a neighbouring country and its danger- 
ous implications for their own country. 


llow does one express sympathy or concern? By words or by deeds and how does 
one measure it? Are Pakistanis required to create a mass hysteria by print- 
ing ‘blown up' pictures of the victims of Moscow's brutalities and by writing 
frontpage stores of the impending march of Russian armies to the warm waters. 
Is it not a sufficient gesture of goodwill and humanitarian concern for a poor, 
developing country like ours to welcome three million Afghan refugees and 
despite our meagre resources to offer them shelter, security and freedom. 


Perhaps the visiting American Journalist did not represent the State Depart- 
ent or the CTA but his casual observations, made in all sincerity, did re- 
flect a certain preception. Undoubtedly there exists a basic divergence in 
American and Pakistani perceptions of the issue and of the possible responses. 


For the Americans, the Russian presence in Afghanistan is a "big deal-high 
dividends’ with little investment. In terms of Cold War tactics, it is a very 
convenient propaganda weapon for causing Russians' embarrassment in world fora 
and in inhibiting their frequent campaigns against similar adventures by the 
Americans themselves. From the standpoint of their global strategy the Russian 
presence in Afghanistan does not signify a major shift in the balance of power, 
Afghanistan's induction into the Soviet Camp was already a fait-accompli as 

far as the Americans were concerned. They would therefore want that the 
Russians remain bogged down in Afghanistan, so as to provide them with an 
opportunity to make a good deal of noise and paint them as arch villains. A 


98 














constant inflow of Afghan refugees to Pakistan is thus very helpful because 
it enables them to give the issue a humanitarian turn and also to justify 
their long-forgotten concern for Pakistan's security. 


The naive efforts of US policy makers to acquire the image of champion of the 
dispossessed by boycotting the Olympic Games, putting-curbs on trade with 
Soviet Union or occasionally despatching Senators to visit the refugee camps 
is not likely to help them wash their own ignominious record of interventions, 
toppling of regimes, support for oppressive dictators and killing of innocent 
civilians. Why was their love for suffering humanity not aroused by the ordeal 
of the Palestinian refugees? ‘hat did they want to achieve by intervening 

in strife-torn Lebanon, was it to rehabilitate the unfortunate hundreds and 
thousands of homeless citizens wandering from place to place in search of 
Shelter. If the Americans were so deeply moved by the plight of the Afghan 
refugees, why have they put restrictions on their entry to U.S. It would 

have been a magnanimous gesture of sympathy if the US government had worked 
out a plan for the settlement of a couple of hundred thousand Afghan refugees 
in a place like Alaska. They have the territory, the resources and the logis- 
tics to make such an arrangement. But obviously the Americans would prefer 

to have a relationship which does not involve any responsibility. They would 
wish that the Pakistanis should accept the responsibility not only of bearing 
the burden of accommodating three million Afghan refugees but also to face 

up to the Russians as a "front-line state... But Pakistan wants to live in 
peace with her neighbours. She cannot afford to become a pawn in Super-Power 
rivalry and convert the country into an area of conflict. Pakistan's interest 
lies in a political settlement with Afghanistan, thereby making it possible 
for the refugees to return to their homes. The presence of refugees in such 
large numbers has already created a number of problems. 


Notwithstanding the aid which comes from international sources, the cost of 
maintaining three million people is extremely high for a poor country like 
Pakistan and an exhorbitant drain on her resources. It is thus no accident 
that the influx of such a teaming mass of humanity may have contributed to 
socio-economic instability in certain parts of Pakistan. The possibility of 
a partisan political role by the Afghan refugees is a potential danger which 
political elements do not envy. Most of the refugee group leaders have a 
particular orientation and their friendly contacts with Pakistani political 
parties with similar outlooks is no secret. In the past there have been ac- 
cusations against a political party of, having the exclusive privilege of 
access to the refugee camps and of misappropriation of aid meant for the 
refugees. It was also alleged that this party was engaged among the Afghan 
refugees and planned to recruit them as its ‘muscle wing’. 


Another apprehension pertains to the fact that continued presence of Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan might offer an opportunity to foreign powers to inter- 
fere in our country's internal affairs. These powers might want to create 
their own ‘pressure groups’ among the refugee groups and use them as instru- 
ments for the achievement of their foreign policy objectives--a situation 
which no independent sovereign nation would envy. 
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Every nation, big or small, has the inalienable right to perceive internation- 
al relations with reference to its geo-political realities and to act in 
pursuance of its enlightened self-interest. Pakistan's self-interest 

warrants that the entire region become zone of peace, free from the tensions 
and conflicts among super-powers. The presence of Afghan refugees on 
Pakistan's soil has to be viewed from this perspective--extending hospitality 
to ‘brothers in distress' but making an all out effort to pave the way for 
their early return to their homeland. 
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PAKISTAN 


PLEA TO CURB BLACK MONEY 'CANCER' 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 8 Mar 34 p 1 


[Text] LAHORE, March 7: The Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry has, in 
a memorandum to the Government, urged the authorities to curb the ‘‘cancer" of 
black money ‘once and for all". 


The chamber proposed the following three alternatives: 


-~Declaration of hidden assets/ black money should not be made subject to 
payment of any tax. 


--Income on funds declared be assessed in the normal way in the next finan- 
cial year with the maximum slab of tax at 30 per cent and normal rate for sub- 
sequent years. 


--Assets/black money, not declared by the target date but discovered by the 
Government, should stand confiscated to the State and such persons be given 
exemplary punishments. 


According to business circles here, the black money, which has flooded the 
society is eroding the economic structure of the country. They demanded that 
the menace should be checked before it could destroy "what is left with us”. 


According to unofficial estimates, about Rs. 15 billion are coming only through 
the smuggling of heroin. Besides the other generating factors are (1) under- 
invoicing import, (2) import duty, sales tax and excise duty rebates, (3) ex- 
port refinance, (4) home remittances of Pakistanis, (5) other trading and in- 
dustrial operations, and (6) high taxation rates. 


It is said that all appeals and steps for the black money to come out in the 
past have failed. Offers of low rate of taxation have failed. 


Although large scale-tax exemption for black money is unfair to those who had 
paid their taxes, it is felt in some circles that the black money must be al- 
lowed to be invested in productive processes. At present, the best available 
fields for industrial investment of black money are tax-free zones. All in- 
vestments in those zones be declared clean and no question be raised about the 
source, they added. 
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PAKISTAN 


SAVINGS: OFFICIAL PROMOTION OF EXTRAVAGANCE CRITICIZED 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 8 Mar 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "Savings and We"'] 


[Text] In augurating the National Savings Week at Islamabad, President Gen- 
eral Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq urged the people to save the maximum amount of money 
and said the best way to do it was to invest in national savings. There can 
be no two opinions about the fact that self-help is the best help in the 
existing circumstances. A country like ours which is short of investible 
resources cannot afford to quander away whatever little resources it can 
mobilise through its own efforts. But the pity is that we have been doing 

it all these years. There may not be another nation as extravagent as we are 
on the face of this planet. We have been begging and borrowing to meet our 
ever expanding expenditure without caring to keep it within reasonable limits. 
We undertook to build a new capital city against all advice. High living was 
encouraged by the ruling elites and a false standard of living came into 
vogue which even the lower classes were encouraged to emulate. The result is 
that today there is a craze for foreign made products. Cars, refrigerators, 
TV sets, VCRs and other electronic gadgets have become status symbols. Mar- 
riage ceremonies have become occasions for display of wealth and riches. 

All this has led to amassing of wealth by any and every means. There is a 
mad rush for earning money and more money. The value system that we had has 
been wiped out and money relations alone appear to be relevant. 


Frankly speaking, it is only recently that we have been forced to pay heed 

to the problem of savings. Otherwise, nobody cared to bother that the rate 
of savings in this country is very low as compared with other developing 
countries. It is a matter of concern that even after a planned era of thirty 
years our rate of savings has just reached 7 per cent which is the lowest 
among the less developing countries. This is indicative of the fact that 
either we are not given to savings or are not in a position to save. It is 
also a fact that the majority of our people live in rural areas and are il- 
literate and their pattern of life is not conducive to savings. We would not 
be far wrong in asserting that previous regimes did not place as much emphas- 
is on mobilising and encouraging savings as the present one has done. But 
consistent efforts are required to inculcate the habit of saving in the 
people. It must be realised that unless people are properly conditioned they 
will find it difficult to acquire this habit. Monetary benefit alone should 
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not form the deciding criterion for saving. [ducational and publicity cam- 
paisns keeping rural requirements in view should be organized, particularly 
for womenfolk. 


It is to be realised that to encourage people to take to simple living ve 
will have to change the existing false pattern of livins and thinkins. We 
will have to give serious thousht to it. Thines are easy to say than to do. 
Tne elite of society who set the pattern will be the ones who will not cooper- 
ate in this crusade as they have not before. They are counted as leaders of 
society. They are vied for their excellence. They are followed for their 
power. Once they are reduced to the level of common people, they fear, they 
will lose their power, their excellence and their leadership. Therefore, 
there should remain soiwe difference between them and the common people. 

Let simple living and austerity be for the common people but not for them. 
Are we now prepared to take a levelling uown with the seriousness that it 
deserves? If we are, only then this campaign can succeed. 


It is because of this that dual standards have come into being. We do realise 
that consumerism is bad for an underdeveloped economy like ours but we do 
everything possible to encourage consumerism. TV provides the best example 

of this duality. We say one thing but do just the opposite. For instance, 

we say that we should save money and should not indulge in extravagance. 
NDIC's advertisements are displayed on TV screen. But the very next adver- 
tisement is of some foreign product inducing young children to purchase 
sonething, which means promoting extravasance. Similarly, sometimes the 
Ministry of ilealth's warning is displaved that smoking is fatal for health. 
The next moment there is some sorseous advertisement of some brane of civar- 
ette encouraging people to take to smoking. In an ideological State political 
conformism is deemed essential, but in any state it is more essential to curh 
‘xtravagance and to make people live within the resources they produce. 
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PAKISTAN 


SAVINGS CENTERS FOR OVERSEAS PAKISTANIS PLANNED 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 84 p l 


[Text] MARCH 5: The President, General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, has said that 
saving, centres will be opened abroad to mobilise deposits of the overseas 
Pakistanis. 


For this purpose a delegation will also be visiting the Middle-East and 
other countries like last year when a start was made for channelising 
Pakistanis investment in the small savings schemes. 


The President was talking to newsmen after inaugurating the ‘National Sav- 
ings Week' at a small savings centre in Lalkurti this morning. He highly 
appreciated the performance of the Directorate and hoped the department 
would show further improvement. 


President Zia said that the mobilising of Rs. 1,330 crore in 1982-83 against 
the target of Rs. 613 crore was a commendable achievement. Similarly receipt 
of Rs. 11 crore from overseas Pakistanis was a welcome development. Greater 
effort should be made to impress upon the public that individual saving was 
in the national good and welfare. 


The President also announced some incentives to the employees in appreciation 
of their achievement during 1982-1983. 


This included a grant of Rs 20 lakh towards welfare against Rs 15 lakh last 
year, and prize money for employees has been raised from Rs 4 lakh to Rs 5 
lakh Besides five persons will be sent to Haj at the Government expense. 


Earlier the Chief Director Sved Irtiza Azidi in his report of the working of 
the Directorate said that last year's deposit of Rs 1,331 crore exceeded the 
total deposits from 1947 to 1982. 


He added that the target for 1983-84 was fixed at Rs 1200 crore and he was 


certain to achieve it Zakat deductions till December 1983, totalled over 
Rs. 17.5 crore. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


ELECTION COMMISSION CONTINUES REGISTRATION WORK--Officials of the Election 
Commission, Punjab are busy removing mistakes and errors from the voters 
list prepared in 1979. A directive in this connection was circulated by the 
Chief Election Commissioner to all four provincial commissioners [words 
indistinct] in which it said that the correction work of the voters list be 
completed within two months. Meanwhile, sources closed to the Election Com- 
mission, Punjab have said the registration of new voters will continue up to 
the announcement of the date for the commencement of elections. People not 
included in voters list hav been advised to submit an application with full 
particulars to the area registration officer soon the source added.--PPI. 
[Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 84 p 1] 


JATOI DENIES MEETING DiId.A--KARACHI, March 1: Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi and 
Khwaja Khairuddin had no meeting with any government official, including the 
Deputy Nartial Law Administrator. In a statement here today Dr. Ghaffar Jatoi, 
the youngest brother of Mustafa Jatoi has said that during his meetiny with 

Mr. Jatoi in the jail he was informed that this news was baseless and without 
any founction. It may be mentioned that a local Urdu daily carried a news 

item in its yesterday issue saying that DNLA Karachi had a meeting, with both 
the detained leaders in Karachi Jail yesterday. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLI™ 
in English 2 Mar 84 p 3] 


PUNJAB UNIVERSITY TEACHERS NOTIFIED--LAHORE, March 1: Three teachers of the 
Punjab University Dr. Khalid Alvi, Dr. Mujahid Kamran, and Dr. Mohammad Saleen 
have been served show cause notices under Martial Law Order MLO No. 51. ‘The 
said teachers have been charged with instigating the students to boycott their 
classes and staging demonstiations against the Government's decision to ban 
student unions. It may be mentioned that these teachers have issued a joint 
statement supportin;, the studetn's demand for lifting the ban. All the three 
teachers who have been served notices will continue to perform their dcutics 
but have been asked to submit their replies to the show cause notices within 
seven days. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Mar 8&4 p 1] 


POLITICIANS BLACKLISTED IN SIND--HYDERAEBAD, March, 1: The government has )black- 
listed about 50 political leaders and workers and banned their departure 

abroad. The ban has been imposed on Fakhri Begum, sister of bepum Nasrat 
Bhutto, and some journalists. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Mar 

84 p 6] 


105 




















BELGIAN LOAN--Under an agreement signed in Brussels, Belgium will provide a 
loan of 400 million Belgian francs to Pakistan for purchase of industrial 
equipment and machinery. This is the 15th loan from Belgium to Pakistan. 
[Text] [Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 0600 GMT 1 Mar 84 BK] 


UNHCR AFGHAN REFUGEE AlD--The UN High Commissioner for Refugees will spend 
about $65 million under relief program for Afghan refugees in Pakistan. In 
addition to this, the aid in the form of commodities is also expected to be 
increased by $8.5 million this year. [Text] [Karachi Domestic Service in 
Urdu 0200 GMT 2 Mar 84 BK} 


OUTGOING POLISH AMBASSADOR--The outgoing Polish ambassador, Mr Wladyslaw 
Neneman, called on Federal Finance Minister Ghulam Ishaq Khan in Islamabad 
and exchanged views on the possibility of increasing economic cooperation 
between the two countries. The possibility of Polish participation in 
Pakistan's shipping industry was also assessed. [Text] [BK111529 Karachi 
Domestic Service in Urdu 0600 GMT 11 Mar 84] 
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